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MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

Northeastern Seminary admits three aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŎƻƘƻǊǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ. Courses are 

offered in a variety of configurations, including daytime, evening, online, hybrid, and intensive residency 

formats. ! ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŘŜŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

to students at the beginning of each cohort. A general academic and events calendar for students is also 

available and is posted on the Seminary intranet site at https://eboard.nes.edu/calendars.asp and under the 

Calendars tab at www.nes.edu.      

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

Master’s Degrees Overview 

Students may enroll in any one of four masters-level graduate programs:  

¶ Master of Arts (Theological Studies; 52 credits) 

¶ Master of Arts in Theology and Social Justice (52 credits)  

¶ Master of Arts in Transformational Leadership (53 credits) 

¶ Master of Divinity (92 credits)  

Master of Arts (Theological Studies) (Hegis Code 2301.00) 

The Theological Studies M.A. at Northeastern is a two and a half-year program that provides a solid foundation 

in biblical studies, history of the Church, theology, and personal and spiritual formation. Primarily intended for 

persons who do not seek ordination, the Theological Studies M.A. is the degree of preference for those going 

on to Ph.D. studies or a teaching profession. A capstone research project is required of all persons enrolling in 

this degree program, with a thesis option is available by faculty approval. (ATS Standard E) 

Master of Arts in Theology and Social Justice (Hegis Code 2301.00) 

The M.A. in Theology and Social Justice is a two-year program designed to equip people for Christian service in 

the areas of local church mission, global justice ministries, and various arenas of social involvements through 

the church. Students in this program are prepared to work for social change on both micro and macro levels of 

church and society. An emphasis on theological reflection and practical application is at the core of the 

program. Students have opportunity to work in the area of social justice in a variety of settings, including local 

parishes, parachurch organizations, and community centers. (ATS Standard C) 

Master of Arts in Transformational Leadership (Hegis Code 2301.00) 

The M.A. in Transformational Leadership is a two-year program designed to prepare Christian leaders for 

effective, faithful ministry to the church and the world. Built upon the foundation of a deep, sustained 

engagement with biblical and historic Christian thought, the program equips leaders who are thoughtful, 

reflective practitioners. In addition to studies in scripture, theology, and spiritual formation, students learn 

models for leadership that is truly transformational. Best practices in Christian ministry and the business world 

https://eboard.nes.edu/calendars.asp
http://www.nes.edu/
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are  explored, and students have the opportunity to put their learning into practice in a full year internship 

experience. (ATS Standard C) 

Master of Divinity (Theological Professions) (Hegis Code 2301.00) 

The Master of Divinity degree provides the premier theological and vocational preparation for those preparing 

for ordained Christian ministry. Students are immersed in scripture, theology, history, and spiritual formation 

as the essential foundation for Christian ministry. In addition, the M.Div. curriculum prepares persons with the 

broad array of skills and competencies necessary for effective service to the church and the world. Those who 

wish to focus their studies in a particular discipline may choose one of four areas of concentration: 

Transformational Leadership, Theology and Social Justice, Spiritual Formation, and Biblical Interpretation for 

Preaching and Teaching. Normally a four-year program, students may petition for an accelerated program that 

will allow completion in as few as three years. (ATS Standard A) 

Articulated Graduate Programs with Other Colleges and Seminaries 

bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ and United 

Theological Seminary (Dayton, OH). In addition, students may take courses at the other seminaries in the 

Rochester area (Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅύ. At 

Roberts Wesleyan College, NES students may take elective coursework in social work, education, or counseling. 

The NES-UTS partnership is an articulated agreement designed particularly for persons pursuing ordination in 

The United Methodist Church (but open to all), which allows students in Western New York to do the majority 

of their coursework at NES. Detailed information on these educational opportunities is available in the vice 

ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŘŜŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  

Cooperative Master’s Programs with Roberts Wesleyan College (RWC) 

Master of Social Work:  Qualified students may earn a M.Div. or M.A. in Theological Studies degree at NES and 

a M.S.W. degree from RWC in a time-shortened manner.  

 

Overview: M.Div./M.S.W. cooperative degree students will be expected to complete all the requirements for 

the M.S.W. degree plus 68 required hours of the M.Div. program. A maximum of 27 credits of M.S.W. courses 

may be substituted for the self-selected studies and Field Education requirements in the M.Div. or M.A 

programs. Persons interested in a cooperative degree program must apply to each program individually.  

 

Requirements: To be admitted as a regular student in the M.Div./M.S.W. program at Northeastern Seminary 

and Roberts Wesleyan College, the applicant must:  

Å Have a baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university.  

Å Complete the application process.  

Å Demonstrate readiness for graduate-level academic work and be approved by the Seminary 

Admissions Committee.  

Å Apply separately to Roberts Wesleyan College and be approved for the M.S.W. program.  

 

Timeline: NES ς two years for M.A. or three years for M.Div. degree. RWC ς one or two years for MSW 

dependent on admissions status and baccalaureate degree. 
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Elective Courses: NES students may take elective courses to enhance their M.Div. or M.A. in Theological 

{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ Counseling, Psychology, 

Education, Management, and Music on a space available basis, if prerequisites are met. Contact the office of 

the academic dean for more information on these elective options.  

 

Note: ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 

tuition rate at the time of enrollment.   
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THE MASTER’S DEGREE CURRICULUM:  

INNOVATIVE AND DISTINCTIVE 

The Core Curriculum (Required for all degree programs) 

The Core Curriculum is highly integrated, reflecting a holistic approach. The Core Curriculum proceeds in a 

coherent sequenced manner with four larger courses using a common methodology (BHT 511-514NE). This is 

instead of students taking 10-12 smaller unconnected courses in various disciplines. Students also enroll in PSF 

511-514NE, Introduction to Personal and Spiritual Formation, a series of courses designed to provide a 

theological, historical, and practical introduction to the resources and disciplines of formative Christian 

spirituality. PSF 511-514NE includes exposure to classical sources, participation in a faith-sharing practicum, 

chapel programs, seminary retreats, and an individual formative assessment process. 

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǊŜ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƘƻǊǘέ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

enrolled in small groups (cohorts) of approximately 24 persons who then proceed through the curriculum 

together. This approach facilitates the dynamics of small group interaction and learning, which is an important 

part of the NES experience. 

 

The cohort design is very efficient in its use of both faculty and student time, allowing a shortening of time 

spent in class by utilizing a greater number of weeks in each academic year. This, in turn, permits greater 

convenience in the scheduling of classes. At NES, the cohort groups meet for class once per week across the 

first two-years on Tuesdays or Thursdays, from 6 to 10 p.m. Students also meet in small groups during this 

time. This approach is a highly effective means of achieving educational outcomes for adult learners. 

Courses in Theological Writing 

NES offers two courses designed to help students develop their skills in theological research and writing. CMC 

500NE Practicum in Theological Writing I is required for all students enrolled in the Core curriculum and runs 

concurrently with BHT 511NE. CMC 501NE Practicum in Theological Writing II is designed for those who would 

benefit from further assistance in the craft of writing. CMC 501NE is open to all students, and may be required 

of some students as a condition of their continued enrollment in the seminary program. 

Self-Selected Studies 

Unlike traditionally-designed graduate programs, students at NES are given the opportunity to tailor their 

studies to fit their specific needs, interests, and ministry. NES students are not merely permitted but 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ άǎŎŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴέ and look for educational opportunities outside of NES offerings in planning 

their overall degree program. This includes a combination of directed studies, internships, contemporary 

ministry seminars, courses at other seminaries, courses in other graduate programs (at Roberts Wesleyan 

College and elsewhere), on-line courses, etc. The concept of required participation in contemporary ministry 

seminars is unique in seminary education, but an important component in the NES experience. NES will also 

offer a variety of courses, seminars, and other attractive options for meeting these self-selected requirements. 

Faculty advisors will be on hand to assist students in planning their studies.  

 

In addition, NES invests heavily in supervised internships as a part of both degree programs, more so than any 

other traditional seminary education. 
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Daytime and Evening Programs 

NES is committed to scheduling its required courses in a manner convenient to students. The NES evening 

program enables persons who work during the day the opportunity to pursue a fully-accredited theological 

education at a time that fits their schedules. Beginning with the fall of 2010, NES is offering a pilot daytime 

program in the Buffalo area (Amherst). Both the daytime and evening programs require students to travel to 

campus only one time per week. While course scheduling is designed to facilitate the schedules of working 

people, course content is fully accredited and academically rigorous. Typically, students should plan on a 

minimum of 24 hours of out-of-classroom preparation per week.  

Theological Field Education 

Introduction  

wƻȅ hǎǿŀƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛǎ 

our most effective tool in pastoral ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦέ The Field Education program at Northeastern seeks to develop 

people who will be effective Christian leaders in the 21st century. Specifically, Field Education provides the 

opportunity for seminarians to develop their professional understanding and competence in ministry, as they 

are involved in the practice of ministry under capable supervision.  

 

A Summary of Essential Core Elements of Field Education 

Å Both Master of Divinity and Master of Arts students are required to complete a Field Education 

component. Normally, this requirement is met during the second, third, and/or fourth years. Each 

Master of Divinity student will experience at least two distinct ministry settings, namely, a 

congregational and a community-based placement such as a hospitaƭΣ ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ 

nursing home, or prison. Students in the Master of Arts program are only required to complete one 

semester of Field Education. 

 

Å All Field Education courses consist of a minimum of 8 hours of ministry practice each week and 4 hours 

spent in preparation and involvement in Peer-reflection Groups for a total course involvement of 150 

hours. 

 

Å Students will have a mentoring supervisor ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

professional growth and to observe ministry activities. Mentoring supervisors will meet weekly with 

seminarians to invest themselves in the lives of the students.  

 

Å Students currently employed as pastors will be able to use their church appointment for their 

congregational placement. In these situations, a mentoring supervisor will be assigned to the student 

to fulfill the above requirement. 

 

Å Students will complete a Learning/Serving Covenant for each placement. These documents are 

prepared to help seminarians identify the things they want to learn in the process of serving. Students 

are asked to develop goals and objectives in the following three areas: 

 

aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ όYƴƻǿƛƴƎύΥ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΧέ 

Ministry Skills (Doing): άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΧέ 
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Ministry CharŀŎǘŜǊ ό.ŜƛƴƎύΥ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜΧέ  

 

Å Each parish placement will provide a Lay Ministerial Advisory Committee to serve as a resource to the 

seminarian. Its primary focus is to create a supportive environment that allows seminarians the 

opportunity to learn more about their ministry setting, as well as to learn how the congregation is 

receiving their ministry. 

 

Å Peer-reflection Groups are an important part of the Field Education experience. Seminarians meet 

regularly for the purpose of integrating classroom training with field-based ministry experiences. In 

addition to continuing to develop their spiritual formation through Faith-sharing Group meetings, 

students will submit case studies based on their actual ministry experiences for discussion during the 

Peer-reflection Group meetings.  

 

Å In addition to student case studies, the director of Field Education will make formal presentations 

related to the personal functioning of pastors. Some of the topics included are: 

 

Ministerial Ethics 

Exploring Your Sense of Vocational Calling 

Maintaining Emotional Wellbeing 

Marriage and Family Adjustment 

Managing Transitions in Ministry 

Authority/Leadership Conflict 

9Ȅƛǘ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎΥ ά²Ƙȅ 5ƻ tŜƻǇƭŜ [ŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚέ 

Church/Staff Relations 

New Beginnings in Ministry 

 

Å Mid-term progress reports and formal final evaluations will occur at the end of each placement. The 

evaluation process seeks to help seminarians clarify personal directions in ministry, address issues that 

contribute to or hinder their effectiveness, and provide an intentional learning agenda. 

 

Å Students are encouraged to consider taking a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) from an 

accredited CPE center. One unit of CPE can be substituted for two semesters of Field Education. There 

are hospital and parish-based ACPE centers in western New York. This recommendation is especially 

important for students whose denomination requires the completion of CPE for ordination ς please 

contact your denominational representative for your specific ordination requirements. CPE is also an 

important consideration, if not essential, for individuals considering institutional ministry. Contact 

www.ACPE.edu for more information on the nature of this educational experience.  

 

Summary 

Field Education is an indispensable component of seminary training. Field Education provides students who 

have successfully completed the Core Curriculum the opportunity to further develop their readiness for 

ministry. The primary focus is to integrate what has been learned through classroom-based study, with insights 

and experiences of ministry gained under supervision.  
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Northeastern Seminary is partnering with churches and ministry-related community agencies in an imaginative 

and innovative way to enhance and revitalize pastoral theological training. Our focus on the practice of 

ministry and on theological reflection in field-based learning programs brings the theory of ministry and 

pastoral experiences into dialogue. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǇƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

professional development making them better prepared for effective ministry for the 21st century.  

Spiritual Formation 

NES is committed to the personal and spiritual growth of every seminarian. Through an innovative and 

integrative Personal and Spiritual Formation curriculum, students are exposed to the rich resources and 

disciplines of formative Christian spirituality. The fundamental objectives of NES include the spiritual as well as 

the academic preparation of candidates for pastoral and lay ministry. The following are some of the ways the 

spiritual formation objectives are fleshed out in the NES community:  

Å A spiritual retreat is held at the entry point of each new class.  

Å An All-Seminary Retreat is held once each year.  

Å Each seminarian participates in a Faith-sharing Group directed by a trained spiritual facilitator who 

mentors a group of 6-9 students.  

Å Readings in formative spirituality and Scripture study are integrated into the Core Curriculum.  

Å A weekly PSF segment or chapel service is held during the Core Curriculum.  

Å Intentional Growth-reflection sessions, led by a certified spiritual director, are a part of each Core 

course.  

Å M.Div. students take two required post-Core courses in the areas of spiritual and pastoral formation.  

Å Faith-sharing Group experiences are incorporated into the Field Education curriculum during the third 

and fourth year of study.  

The Capstone Requirement 

The M.A. (Theological Studies), the M.A. in Transformational Leadership, and the M.Div. degree programs 

culminate in a final integration or research seminar. These capstone courses provide the student with a 

focused opportunity to reflect on, synthesize and apply their learnings in the degree program. M.A. 

(Theological Studies) students may petition to replace the research seminar with a formal thesis project. 

Accelerated M.Div. or M.A. Degree Program 

Northeastern Seminary offers an accelerated plan for students to complete the Master of Divinity or Master of 

Arts degree program in a time shortened manner. This plan allows qualified students to complete the M.Div. in 

three (3) or three and a half (3.5) years and the M.A. degree in two (2) years. Students may apply for the 

ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴŎŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ .I¢κt{C рммΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳŎcessful 

completion of BHT/PSF 511 and demonstration that their schedule will accommodate the added academic 

workload required. Students in the accelerated program will enroll for additional course work from the 

Monday evening class offerings starting with BHT/PSF 512 and from the summer terms.  

 

This program is not recommended for students working more than 25 hours per week. If approved, a student 

may take up to 9 additional credits (totaling up to 18.5 per term) each term during the Core (BHT/PSF 512, 513, 

514). At the end of the first year (BHT/PSF 511 and BHT/PSF 512) the accelerated student may begin Field 
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Education. Students interested in applying for this program should contact the vice president and academic 

ŘŜŀƴΩǎ ƻffice during BHT/PSF 511 to begin the application process.  

CURRICULUM 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (BHT and ACT) 

[Core Courses: These BHT (Bible, History, and Theology) courses integrate traditional studies in biblical, 

historical, and systematic theology. They may not be taken individually, but only as part of the Core sequence.] 

 

BHT 511NE 

The Biblical Era: Evangelism, Missions, and Church Growth 

Credits: 9 

This course involves an in-depth study in the biblical record of the first-century Church. Significant time is spent 

in the Old Testament, as well as the New Testament. Special attention is given to evangelism, missions, and 

church growth, as distinguishing features of this era of church history.  

[Required: offered as part of the Core each year] 

 

BHT 512NE 

The Formative Era: Controversy and Politics in the Church 

Credits: 9  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŜǊŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ During the 

patristic era, the Churchτworking with the resources of the biblical eraτclearly defined Christian doctrine in 

subjects such as: the nature of God and the Trinity, Jesus Christ, creation, human nature, and salvation (cf. 

!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘύΤ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ 

ministry, membership and church discipline. The medieval era saw additional developments in ecclesiastical 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ !ǊƛǎǘƻǘƭŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ 

[Prerequisite: successful completion of BHT 511NE]  

[Required: offered as part of the Core each year] 

 

BHT 513NE 

The Protestant Era: Reformation and Revival in the Church  

Credits: 9  

This course studies the Church in the tumultuous 16th - 18th centuries, which led up to the modern era. During 

the Protestant Reformation and Great Awakening, the Christian Church experienced massive upheavals as it 

wrestled with the doctrine of salvation. Many new denominations and movements emerged as the contestants 

joined battle and reached differing views on such issues as: the way in which people become Christians; the 

manner in which Christians are to live; and the nature of the true Church in polity, the sacraments, public 

worship, and the ordained ministry and mission. 

[Prerequisite: successful completion of BHT 511NE and BHT 512NE] 

[Required: offered as part of the Core each year] 

 

BHT 514NE 

The Modern and Postmodern Era: The Church in an Age of Science, Technology, and Secularization   
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Credits: 9  

This course surveys the history and theology of Christianity in the 19th and 20th centuries. Specific attention is 

given to the prominent theologians, theological movements, and the ecclesiastical developments of the 

modern and post-modern eras. This course exposes the student to contemporary theories of biblical 

interpretation, the impact of social location on theology, and problems of religious pluralism and 

secularization. 

[Prerequisite: successful completion of BHT 511NE, BHT 512N, and BHT 513NE] 

[Required: offered as part of the Core each year] 

 

ACT 511-514NE (Art Culture and Theology) 

Intersecting Art and Theology 

Credits: 0 

This series of four lectures is part of the Core Curriculum and as such is presented as part of each of the BHT 

courses, BHT 511-514NE. Each lecture is accompanied by slides to provide an artistic and cultural context to 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ The presentations seek to add a multi-sensory dimension to the learning process of 

church history by giving attention to the ways and means the Church has expressed its theology through the 

arts. 

[Offered as part of BHT 511-514NE each year] 

 

ACT 695NE  

Independent Study in Art, Culture, and Theology 

Credits: 1-3 

Through self-selected studies, the student is given the opportunity to investigate the media the Christian 

Church has employed throughout different cultures and times to give visual expression to faith and belief. 

Students may also use this course to develop their own artistic expressions of Christian Theology.  

Advisor and Faculty Approval required  

[Elective: offered on demand] 

Biblical Studies (BIB) 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

office.]  

 

BIB 600NE 

Creation, Call, and Covenant: Studies in Genesis 

Credits: 2 

This course is designed to immerse the student in a literary, historical, and theological analysis of selected 

passages in the first book of the Hebrew and Christian Bible. Special attention is given to exploring the 

significance of the Genesis narratives for the contemporary Church. While the class sessions are based 

primarily on the English text, students wishing to pursue the Hebrew text are given the opportunity to do so. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 
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BIB 601NE 

Hebrew Worship and Wisdom Literature 

Credits: 2 

An exploration of the Psalms and the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament (Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes), 

with a special focus on the spirituality of lament (also known as complaint or protest).  We will attend to the 

rootedness of this literature in human life experience, its role in the biblical canon, and its contemporary 

relevance for Christian faith, life and theology. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 605NE 

History of Israel 

Credits: 2 

It is impossible to understand fully or properly interpret the Holy Scriptures without some grasp of the flow of 

biblical history. This course, which is only a survey, will march chronologically through this grand story, 

beginning with the patriarchs of Genesis and concluding with the disastrous second war of Judea with Rome in 

A.D. 132-135. We will consider such topics as the geography, politics, cultural influences, and economics 

associated with this history. Through this means, we hope tƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

theological contributions of the scriptural authors.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

  

BIB 607NE 

1 and 2 Kings 

Credits: 3  

This course, taught by a historian, will examine the books from a rigorous historical perspective, but it will be 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǿŀȅέΥ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ 

of the booksτŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ /hrist and 

his Church. The students will not simply be left with the stories, finally, as disparate units, but as narratives 

constructedτin their pre-Christian contextτwith tremendous theological sensitivity. A bridge will be made 

between the theological sensitivity and meaning of the Jewish writers and redactors on the one hand and, on 

the other hand, the historic Christian theological interpretations of these books. No reading knowledge of 

Hebrew will be required. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 615NE 

The Wisdom Tradition 

Credits: 2 or 3  

LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ŀ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ōƻƻƪǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ selected portions of the Wisdom books from both Testaments and 

from intertestamental Judaism (Proverbs, Wisdom of Solomon, Ben Sirach, James).  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 620NE 

Introduction to the Minor Prophets 
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Credits: 2 or 3 

This course provides the student with an historical and theological introduction to the twelve books of the so-

called prophetic voices found in the Old Testament. Our study will attempt to assess what makes these 

witnesses so unique, compelling, and relevant, especially for the sacred work of preaching and pastoral 

ministry. The first half of the course will focus on Hosea and Amos, the two primary writings in this collection. 

The second half of the course will survey Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, 

and Malachi (with emphasis on Habakkuk and Malachi). 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 621NE 

hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ /Ǌȅ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ  

(Online course) 

Credits: 2 

This course examines the Old Testament prophets and their call for social justice. It offers opportunity for an 

in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

Particular attention is given to the Minor Prophets, including Amos, Hosea, and Micah. Reflection on this 

prophetic literature provides an opportunity to delineate the significance of the prophetic cry for justice for the 

Church today. 

[M.Div. requires one SOC course: see Master Class Schedule; this course is cross-listed with SOC 621NE] 

 

BIB 625NE 

The Life and Writings of the Prophet Jeremiah 

Credits: 3 

This course will examine the writings of the prophet Jeremiah who lived during tumultuous times. In his early 

ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ WƻǎƛŀƘΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜturn of Judah to 

its idolatrous ways, Jeremiah prophesied during the final years of the nation and its humiliating defeat by the 

Babylonians. From this historical matrix, the prophet declared truths that are timeless: the certain judgment of 

God, the inclination of humans to return to sinful ways, the agony of speaking for God among a people bent on 

doing evil, and the promise of God to establish a new covenant that will address human sinfulness.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 630NE 

Isaiah 

Credits: 3 

This is a study of the book that has been called the fifth gospel and it will concentrate on three elements:  the 

conditions of the eighth century BCE during which Isaiah spoke; the growth and the various theories about the 

development of the book of Isaiah; and the way Christians (and Jews) have read the book of Isaiah from the 

first century to the present, including attention to Messianic prophecies.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 635NE 

Journeying with the Old Testament in a Postmodern World 

Credits: 2 
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¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǇƻǎǘƳƻŘŜǊƴΣέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

serve God today. The postmodern world with the intersection of conflicting values and worldviews can be a 

place of disorientation and suspicion. Likewise, many Christians find the Old Testament to be a complex and 

bewildering book, full of violence, distasteful laws, and archaic ideas. Many wonder about its relationship to 

the New Testament and what its value might be for those who desire to follow Christ. It is the premise of this 

course that understanding both the Old Testament and the postmodern world, in their full abrasive 

complexity, is essential for vibrant Christian discipleship and ministry today. Indeed, this course claims that the 

Old Testament (as part of Christian Scripture) provides indispensable pastoral resources for addressing the 

postmodern condition with the power and compassion of the Gospel. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 639NE 

Apocalypse Now: Daniel and Revelation 

Credits: 2 

This course will begin with a survey of apocalyptic literature, non-biblical as well as biblical (students will read 

selections from primary texts). A series of introductory lectures will explore the literary features, historical 

perspectives, and theological convictions typical of this literature. The centerpiece of the course will be an 

inductive study of the two major biblical apocalypses: Daniel (OT) and Revelation (NT). Various interpretations 

of these books will also be examined, as well as current uses of apocalyptic themes in both secular and 

Christian literature/theater/art/music. Some attention also will be given to the history and current status of 

predictions of the end times. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 640NE 

The Gospel According to Saint Matthew 

Credits: 3 

The Gospel according to Saint Matthew has been one of the two Gospel accounts most studied throughout 

church history, instructing millions of Christians on both the life of Jesus and his teaching. This course will 

briefly consider various topics of modern Gospel studies (the synoptic problem, redaction criticism, the Jesus 

Seminar). Its main focus, however, will be on Matthew itself. ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 

ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ We will also reflect on what classic Christian teachers (such as Saint John 

Chrysostom, Calvin, and Wesley) have believed Matthew teaches us. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 641NE 

The Jesus Seminar 

Credits: 2 

The course will assess current approaches to the life of the historical Jesus, in the light of scholarship over the 

last three centuries, and in the context of ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ 

millennia. Some prior acquaintance with the Synoptic tradition may be helpful, but students from various 

backgrounds will find a place in the course. N.T. Wright and M. Borg, in The Meaning of Jesus, offer a starting 

point for the discussion. ό.ƻǊƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳǎ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ 

at McGill University.) 



 

 

32 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 644NE 

Gospel of John 

Credits: 3  

Throughout the histƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ 

countless theologians, philosophers, historians, and believers. The poignant, specific, and three-dimensional 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǎǳōǘƭe and understated theological insights make for a rich 

meditative experience in Scripture study. This brief but substantive course will pay particular attention to two 

important aspects of the Gospel, while at the same time, of course, demanding mastery of the basic content: 

(1) We will be interested in how this Gospel has been read and interpreted over the centuries by the Church; 

όнύ Lƴ ǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ όǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ άƳȅǎǘƛŎŀƭέτǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ άǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭέύ 

sacramental orientation of the Gospel, which pervades its meaning. Reading the English text, lecture, and class 

discussion will be part of the weekly rhythm. There will be one biblical-theological final paper. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 646NE 

Johannine Epistles 

Credits: 3  

This careful review of the three Epistles of St. John will include serious exegetical and historical study of these 

short but important letters, along with serious consideration being given to the history of their interpretation 

in the Christian church.  A reading knowledge of Greek is not required, but would certainly be helpful.  There 

will be one biblical-theological paper assigned due at the end of the term. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 650NE 

Romans 

Credits: 3  

The Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans has been formative throughout church history. Its teaching shaped 

major emphases of such luminaries as Saint Augustine of the early Church, Calvin of the Reformation, Wesley 

of the Great Awakening, and Barth of the modern era. This course will focus upon why Paul wrote this letter to 

that church, its content, how great teachers (such as those named above and others) have understood and 

appropriated its message, and what it has to say to us in the 21st century. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 651NE 

The Corinthian Church 

Credits: 3  

The early Church at Corinth was deeply troubled. Distortions of fundamental Christian teaching, persons proud 

of their spiritual gifts, and blatantly sinful conduct challenged the Apostle Paul in an extraordinary way. This 

course will examine selected passages from his letters to the Corinthians in which he analyzes and responds to 

these errors. As a part of this examination, we will also consider how great Christian teachers across the 

centuries ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŎŜŘΦ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 
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BIB 652NE 

Galatians 

Credits: 2 

Some of the foundational questions of Christian faith and liberty are addressed by the Apostle Paul in this 

important epistle.  The questions plaguing the early church about observance of the law or freedom in Christ 

are surprisingly contemporary.  The professor will guide students in an historical and inductive examination of 

the book, which will lead to important theological conclusions that affect contemporary ministry. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 653NE 

The Prison Epistles 

Credits: 2 

The letters of the Apostle Paul to the churches of Philippi, Colossae, and Ephesus along with his personal letter 

ǘƻ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ άƳŀǘǳǊŜέ ȅŜŀǊǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

and theologically. This course will begin with a scholarly introduction and careful reading of all four texts (in 

English translation but with reference to the Greek). The centerpiece of the course will be a thorough 

exposition of Colossians, with a twofold purpose in view: (1) to acquire an in-depth understanding of this 

letter, and (2) to present a model for expositing other biblical books and passages. As a final project in the 

course, students will use this model to prepare an outline and message summaries for an expository preaching 

and/or teaching series in Philippians.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 675NE 

The Pastoral Epistles 

Credits: 2 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǘǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

careful study of the NRSV text of these three letters, utilizing the inductive Bible study method. Then we will 

explore how these books can inform our understanding and practice of ministry in the 21st century. The 

emphasis throughout will be practical, helping students apply these texts to their personal lives, and to specific 

ministry opportunities such as preaching, teaching, and exhorting. The role of Paul as a mentor will be 

explored, and the Pastoral Epistles will be considered as a model for engaging in similar mentoring 

relationships today. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 680NE 

Hebrews 

Credits: 2 

Hebrews is a letter of exhortation (13:22) with profound theological contents; its intent is to awaken and 

strengthen lukewarm Christians.  This course will include an inductive study of the text, a literary analysis of 

the parts as well as the whole, an exposition of the major theological themes, and an exploration of the 

exhortations for both 1st and 21st century believers.  Special attention will be given to the problem of 

unforgivable sin.  The ultimate goal is to prepare the Christian minister to present an exposition of Hebrews, in 

a preaching or teaching series. 
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[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

  

BIB 695NE 

Topics in Biblical Studies  

Credits: 3 

This course is a directed studies course in which the student will conduct an in-depth study of a biblical theme, 

collection of biblical books, or a single book. The course is offered each term during the second and third years 

of study. The course may involve independent study, reflection papers, and classroom instruction. Advisor and 

instructor approval required. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 699NE 

MA Thesis in Biblical Studies 

Credits: 3 

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of biblical studies. Must receive approval of the 

faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved for a thesis do not 

take MIN 690NE.) 

[Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE] 

 

BIB 700NE 

The Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis  

Credits: 2 

LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǳǎŜǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ WΦ ²ŜōōΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Slaves, Women and 

Homosexuals: Exploring the Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis as the central text. Together, we will ask the 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ 

Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚέ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭǎ ŀǎ test cases, we will 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀ άǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ-ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎέ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀ-framework for interpretation. We will explore 

how each of these three topics should be applied in the 21st century and then move on to ask the same 

questions of subjects rich in ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŘŀǘŀΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ²ŜōōΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΩ 

involvement in combat, Sabbath observance, capital punishment, CƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

alcohol consumption. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

BIB 772NE 

Scriptural Models of Leadership 

Credits: 2 

Forms of Christian leadership, though beginning within ancient Israel and the earliest Church, have continued 

to develop throughout the long history of the Church.  The Scriptures themselves provide models and norms 

for the practice of Christian leadership. But applying these models and norms in contemporary culture presents 

significant challenges.  This course will explore several topics in addressing those challenges: considering what 

the scriptural models and norms really are, understanding the emergence and rationale behind the various 

post-biblical models found in different Christian churches, determining the needs of our present ministry 
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context, and assessing our own gifts and graces in relation to both the scriptural models and our present 

leadership setting. 

[Required: M.Div. and M.A. Transformational Leadership; Elective: all other programs. See Annual Course 

Schedule] 

Biblical Languages 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀcademic services 

office.] 

 

GRK 510NE 

Biblical Greek  

Credits: 3 

This course takes a unique approach to introducing New Testament Greek to those preparing for ministry in 

the 21st century. It utilizes an interactive CD (Greek Tutor) as a textbook and builds on the availability of other 

tools (e.g. BibleWorks) that provide users with lexical and parsing information on the Greek text of the New 

Testament. A basic assumption underlying this approach to the introduction of New Testament Greek is that 

your goal is not to teach Greek as a scholar, but to use it in your study of the New Testament as a minister. The 

focus in this course is on gaining a conceptual understanding of New Testament Greek, not on memorizing all 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ άǊǳƭŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ You will be required to memorize a basic 

vocabulary.  

[M.Div.: requires GRK 510NE; see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

GRK 595NE 

Independent Study in Greek  

Credits: 3 

Students do reading or exegesis of Greek under the direction of a faculty member. 

[Prerequisite: advisor and instructor approval required] 

[Elective: offered only on demand] 

 

GRK 610NE 

New Testament Readings  

Credits: 2 

This course is being offered via directed study. It presumes completion of GRK 510NE at the grade level of Very 

Good. It will focus primarily on a selection of readings in Greek texts, representing different NT authors and 

books. Continued expansion of Greek vocabulary is another primary objective. The course will also provide an 

introduction to available tools, including their use in reading the Greek NT, exegeting texts, and pursuing word 

studies. 

[Elective: offered only on demand] 

 

HEB 510NE 

Biblical Hebrew 

https://eboard.nes.edu/
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Credits: 3 

This course takes a unique approach to introducing Old Testament Hebrew to those preparing for ministry in 

the 21st century. It utilizes an interactive CD (Hebrew Tutor) as a textbook and builds on the availability of 

other tools (e.g. BibleWorks) that provide users with lexical and parsing information on the Hebrew text of the 

Old Testament. A basic assumption underlying this approach to the introduction of Old Testament Hebrew is 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ not to teach Hebrew as a scholar, but to use it in study of the Old Testament as a 

minister. The focus in this course is on gaining a conceptual understanding of Old Testament Hebrew, not on 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ άǊǳƭŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ You will be required to 

memorize a basic vocabulary.  

 

HEB 595NE 

Independent Study in Hebrew 

Credits: 3 

Students do reading or exegesis of Hebrew under the direction of a faculty member. 

[Prerequisite: advisor and instructor approval required] 

[Elective: offered only on demand] 

Historical Studies (HST) 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎŜǊǾices 

office.]  

 

HST 650NE 

Women in Church History 

Credits: 2 or 3 

This course explores the lives and roles of women throughout church history, including biblical history. We 

examine historical and social contexts of various women identified as having an impact on theology, biblical 

interpretation, cultural influence, and social justice. LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀn 

Church. Another goal of the course is to provide analysis of the methods and resources women in various times 

ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ άƘŜŀǊŘΦέ We will be able to identify the diverse views of church leaders 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŜȄŀƳƛne the support, obstacles, and beliefs of the historical Church. The final 

course section focuses on the current status of women in the Church and reflection on global challenges for 

women in the 21st century. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 655NE 

Celtic History and Spirituality 

Credits: 2 

This course explores the rich resources that Celtic history and spirituality offers for our own worship and 

spiritual formation. Celtic Christianity in Ireland and Britain, while an integral part of the larger Christian world, 

had its own distinctive character, which continues to influence the Church today. The Celtic Church was both 
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monastic and evangelistic, contemplative and engaged. Leaders such as Patrick, Brigid, Columba, Aidan, and 

Columbanus modeled and taught a way of life that was at once demanding and contagious. Pushing beyond 

romantic images, this course seeks to understand Celtic Christianity as it actually was, through primary sources 

and contemporary interpretation, in order to appreciate its culture, context, and contribution. The course will 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƭǘƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ŘŀƳΣ tŀǘ wƻōǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅΣ 

exposure to significant organizations, including the Iona and Northumbria Communities, and an introduction to 

contemporary Celtic Christian music and art. 

(This course is cross-listed as PSF 655NE) 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 699NE 

M.A. Thesis in Historical Studies 

Credits: 3 

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of historical studies. Must receive approval of the 

faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved for a thesis do not 

take MIN 690NE.) 

[Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE] 

 

HST 700NE 

Great British and American Preachers 

Credits: 3 

Through the reading of primary sources (sermons) and secondary materials, this class will consider the 

theological perspectives, practical admonitions, and homiletical techniques of some of the great English-

speaking preachers in our history. Preachers studied will include, but not be limited to, the following: John 

Wesley, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards, John Henry Newman, Charles Spurgeon, Lyman Beecher, 

Phillips Brooks, William Sloan Coffin, Harry Emerson Fosdick, John R.W. Stott, and Billy Graham. Students will 

give reports to their colleagues periodically through the semester on sermons they have read. A research or 

analysis paper will be prepared for the major written work of the semester. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 710NE 

Life and Ministry of Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Credits: 2 

This course will survey the life and writings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Students will explore key words in 

YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ agape and beloved community) and consider terms of value used in 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎƳύ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

be dƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ Special attention will be devoted 

ǘƻ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǘƘƛŎǎΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 

benchmarks, students will be challeƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ 

for today and what it may mean within the context of their own ministry. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 725NE 

John Henry Newman: Preacher and Theologian 
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Credits: 3 

This is a readings course on representative sermons and theological writings of the great 19th-century English 

preacher and theologian, John Henry Newman. bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 

to view the development of his thinking, from his Anglican period through his mature Catholic period. In 

viewing this development, an appropriate cohesive thematic element we shall consider in this course will be 

Ƙƛǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦέ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 727NE 

Arminianism and Calvinism 

Credits: 3 

This course will focus on the divergent views of Calvinism and Arminianism with significant readings in the 

primary texts they authored. The course will examine the overarching issues related to Calvinism and 

Arminianism from an historical, biblical, theological, and practical perspective. The issues will be presented in 

their clearest possible light in order that they might be discussed and examined with as much understanding 

and fairness as possible. Attention will also be given to how their successors interpreted and applied their 

teachings. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 728NE 

Wesleyanism and Postmodernism 

Credits: 3 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ άŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ-future faitƘέ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǿŀǎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 

new millennium culture. Through selective appropriation and response to postmodern epistemologies, 

²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ άƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ 

ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǊƻded its vitality. LƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ 

ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΦ The course 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎΩ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘh process, liberation, and feminist theologies, 

as well as the contemporary ecumenical dialogue with Pentecostalism. More than a course on a particular 

tradition, this elective engages issues that critically impact all 21st-century churches. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

HST 730NE  

Evangelical History and Theology 

Credits: 3 

This course explores the history and theology of the evangelical movement from a variety of perspectives. 

First, the course engages the student in the problem of defining evangelicalism by examining diverse proposals 

regarding the nature of evangelical faith. Then, while focusing primarily on its diverse American expressions, 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭƛǎƳΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƻǘǎΦ Included in this historical 

overview is a consideration of the issues of class, race, and gender within the context of American 

evangelicalism. CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭƛǎƳΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

essentials and seek to discern present trajectories that may define the nature of evangelicalism in the future. 

(This course was previously cross-listed as THE 730NE) 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 
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MINISTRY (MIN) 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu and click oƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ academic services 

office.]  

 

MIN 596NE 

History and Polity of the Free Methodist Church 

Credits: 2 

Through self-directed study and classroom discussion, students will investigate the pertinent historical, 

theological, and governmental documents of the Free Methodist Church of North America. This course is 

designed to meet the ordination requirements for the Free Methodist Church. 

[Elective: offered on demand] 

 

MIN 597NE 

Doctrine, History, and Polity of the American Baptist Church 

Credits: 2 

Through self-directed study and classroom discussion, students will investigate the pertinent historical, 

theological, and governmental documents of the American Baptist Church. This course is designed to meet the 

ordination requirements of the American Baptist Church. Taught by a denominationally-approved instructor. 

[Elective: offered on demand] 

 

MIN 598NE 

Doctrine, History, and Polity of the Nazarene Church 

Credits: 2 

Through self-directed study and classroom discussion, students will investigate the pertinent historical, 

theological, and governmental documents of the Nazarene Church. This course is designed to meet the 

ordination requirements of the Nazarene Church. Taught by a denominationally-approved instructor.  

[Elective: offered on demand each fall term] 

 

MIN 599NE 

Doctrine, History, and Polity of the Presbyterian Church 

Credits: 4 

Through self-directed study and classroom discussion, students will investigate the pertinent historical, 

theological, and governmental documents of the Presbyterian Church, PC (USA). This course is designed to 

meet the ordination requirements of the Presbyterian Church. Taught by a denominationally-approved 

instructor. 

[Elective: offered on demand] 

 

MIN 620NE 

Fundamentals of Transformational Leadership  

Credits: 2 (5-week) or 3 (15-week Hybrid) 
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[Note: Students will be allowed to take the class either as a 2-credit or 3-credit course during the semester.]  

This course explores the process by which God calls and prepares people for leadership and gives attention to 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

self-understanding and the identification and appreciation of personal and professional strengths. In addition, 

attention will be given to clarifying personal leadership vulnerabilities and developing a plan for life-long 

growth as a leader.  Students will clarify their personal ministry values and priorities and reflect on the nature 

of ethical decision-making in leadership.  Beyond self-leadership, students will consider the fundamentals of 

transformational leadership including the principles on communication and the constructive use of criticism 

and resistance.  Transformational theory will be presented and illustrated through the use of case studies. 

 [Required: M.Div. and M.A. Transformational Leadership; Elective: all other programs. See Annual Course 

Schedule] 

  

MIN 621NE 

Worship Leadership  

Credits: 2 

This course examines the history, theology, and practice of Christian worship from an ecumenical perspective. 

It surveys major features of worship, including the Christian calendar, word and sacrament, the role of music, 

liturgical space, and occasional services. In addition to classical patterns, the course discusses contemporary 

trends in worship, including the liturgical renewal movement, charismatic and neo-Pentecostal influences, and 

the seeker-service movement. The aim of the course is to guide the student in building a foundation for the 

ministry of worship planning and leadership. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; offered every spring and/or fall term]  

 

MIN 623NE 

Church Administration  

Credits: 2 

wŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣέ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 

pastoral competencies for ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ The course explores 

the biblical, historical, and theological roots of pastoral leadership. Course participants work on the 

development of skills in the areas of organizational management, congregational development, equipping for 

ministry, and mission planning. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; offered every fall term] 

 

MIN 624NE 

Pastoral Care   

Credits: 2 

This course surveys the history, theology, and practice of the care of souls in the Christian tradition. Employing 

ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ Among the issues explored, specific attention is 

given to pastoral visitation, spiritual direction, pastoral counsel, crisis ministries, care of the dying, and 

development of Christian community. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; offered every spring term]  

 

MIN 625NE 
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Evangelism and Discipleship  

Credits: 2 

This ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ 

discipleship. The insights of cultural anthropology, faith-development theory, and the connection between 

evangelism and spiritual formation are explored. The course seeks to develop an approach to evangelism that 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

communicating the gospel. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; offered every fall term] 

 

MIN 626NE 

Leadership Development  

Credits: 2 

Rooted in a Christological model of biblical servanthood, this course examines the pastoral role in the 

development of congregational leadership. Topics of study include personal leadership, team building, the 

development of reproducible systems, board and staff development, and the identification, training, 

empowering, and nurturing of the laity for ministry. The course explores strategies for achieving both missional 

faithfulness and organizational effectiveness in the life of the local congregation. 

[Required: M.Div. and M.A. Transformational Leadership; M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; offered every fall term] 

 

MIN 627NE 

Interpreting the Scriptures  

Credits: 2 

Within the Holy Scriptures, we find the primary written witness to the revelation of God. Hence the Scriptures 

have, since the beginning of the Church, been read in public worship, studied in private devotion, and 

employed as the final authority in theological debate. This course will explore the place of the Scriptures in the 

life of the Church in several regards: as the primary written source of divine revelation, the methodologies 

employed by the historic Church and in modern critical studies, and the contemporary appropriation of the 

Scriptures in the life of the Church and of the Christian. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; alternated with MIN 628 Teaching Doctrine each spring term] 

 

MIN 628NE 

Teaching Doctrine  

Credits: 2 

This course introduces students to the teaching of doctrine in the pastoral work. Students will consider 

catechesis in various ecclesial settings: historical (the classical catechisms) and contemporary; children and 

adult; as well as in evangelism, membership, and nurture. 

[Required: M.Div.; Elective: M.A.; alternated with MIN 627 Interpreting the Scriptures each spring term] 

 

MIN 629NE 

Lectionary Preaching  

Credits: 3 

The Lectionary, which follows the church year, is a helpful tool for both personal study and sermon 

preparation, covering a major portion of the Bible over a three-year period. This course will focus on using the 

Lectionary to the best advantage, understanding both its benefits and pitfalls. In this course, we will address 
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how to speak through the Lectionary to relevant topics in the culture and the Church. The act of preaching in 

the congregation lies at the core of what defines a pastor; therefore, pastors should continually seek ways to 

expand their preaching repertoire and develop their preaching skills. Each student will have the opportunity to 

preach at least once from Lectionary passages corresponding to the week he/she is assigned to preach. The 

focus will be placed on: sermon preparation and delivery; faithfulness to the biblical text(s); and relevancy in 

preaching. 

[M.A. Elective; M.Div. requires either MIN 629NE or MIN 630NE; offered every spring term] 

 

MIN 630NE 

Expository Preaching  

Credits: 3 

Expository preaching seeks to present sermons which are true to the message and form of a biblical passage, 

drawing their ideas from the biblical text itself; expository preachers typically work consecutively through a 

biblical book or section of a book. This course will trace the move from text to sermon and aid students in the 

study, shaping, and presentation of sermons which follow scripture. Each student will preach at least once in 

class. The beginning stages of the class will examine the spiritual life of the minister, with a particular focus on 

prayer, and then move to the study and exegesis of individual biblical passages. The class will then study the 

transition from text to sermon, with special attention to the sermon having a form which fits the form of the 

biblical passage. The class will conclude with work on effective public presentation. 

[M.A. Elective; M.Div. requires either MIN 629NE or MIN 630NE; offered every fall term] 

 

MIN 641NE 

Topics in Contemporary Ministries 

Credits: 2 or 3  

These courses of selected topics will be offered periodically. In addition, students may attend any number of 

national or regional church seminars with prior faculty approval. Students attending church seminars will 

contact a faculty member and do additional independent or classroom study to earn graduate credits. Prior 

approval required.  

[Elective: offered on demandτby petition through adviser] 

 

MIN 642NE 

Topics in Contemporary Ministries: The Black Church and Community (Contemporary Perspectives) 

Credits: 2 

Students are introduced to the state and status of the contemporary Black Church in relation to its history, the 

African American community, and its social institutions. The course will consider the changed role of the Black 

Church since the Civil Rights movement, and the developmental issues faced by the Black Church at the 

beginning of the 21st century. Students will explore the potential benefit of grafting practices of the Black 

Church into the social and worship life of European American congregations. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 645NE 

Nurturing Healthy Families 

Credits: 2 or 3 
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This course focuses on understanding and ministering to families using a developmental life-cycle perspective. 

A model for ministry to families across the developmental life cycle will be constructed. Case studies will be 

examined and discussed in several class sessions. Attention will be focused on fostering healthy Christian 

families. Students will develop skills in mapping and analyzing families using genograms and home visitations. 

They will formulate strategies for ministering to families with common variations such as single parent, 

blended, and elderly families. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 646NE 

Disability Awareness for Christian Ministers and Laypersons 

Credits: 2 

This course will focus on the diverse needs of individuals living with disabilities, with an emphasis on how to 

improve awareness, accessibility, and inclusion at the local church or ministry level.  Barriers which have their 

roots in historical, societal, and religious perceptions of inferiority will be analyzed for their intended or 

unintended consequences in society-at-large and particularly, within the Church. Topics will include: sensory 

impairments, mobility challenges, Christian education for individuals with different needs, ministering to those 

with mental illness, supporting parents of children with disabilities, and disability etiquette.  Students will have 

the opportunity to analyze their own ministry setting for accessibility and write a feasible plan of improvement 

for at least one area of recognized need. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 647NE 

Topics in Contemporary Ministries: Ministry to the Dying and Bereaved 

Credits: 2 

This course seeks to develop pastoral leadership skills to provide spiritual care to those experiencing loss and 

grief. The course focuses on the role of the minister in providing understanding, guidance, and support to 

children and young, middle, and senior adults. Strategies for helping people of all ages to cope with loss and 

grief will be discussed. Cultural practices relative to funerals, graveside services, viewing, cremation, and 

hospital visitation will be explored. Participants will develop listening skills and the ability to interpret and use 

Scripture appropriately within the context of loss.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 648NE 

Topics in Contemporary Ministries: Leadership for Church Growth   

Credits: 2 

This course provides an understanding of how to lead churches according to size. The focus is on learning how 

small, middle-sized, and large churches operate, and how an effective leader functions in each of these 

settings. The topics studied include: the five levels of leadership; barriers to growth faced by small, middle-

ǎƛȊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

implementing change according to church size is also addressed. This course is designed to help a pastor grow 

as an effective leader as the church grows.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 649NE 
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Topics in Contemporary Ministries: Contemporary Ethical Issues   

Credits: 2 

This course is designed to help those in, or entering ministry to understand better their own ethical perspective 

and apply it to significant ethical questions facing society today. Issues to be covered include: approaches to 

ethical decision-making (both general and explicitly Christian), bio-ethical issues (reproductive technology, 

genetic screening, physician-assisted suicide), social issues (pornography, sexual harassment), and business 

issues (job discrimination, capitalism). A number of articles will be read, followed by in-class discussion. 

Students also will prepare and present an 8-10 page paper in which they identify a current social issue of 

significance, outline their own approach to ethical decision-making, and then apply this approach to the issue 

at hand. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 650NE 

Bioethics and Ministry in the 21st Century 

Credits: 2 

Human cloning is very near. Healthcare rationing is an increasing reality. Comfort care for the dying 

increasingly hastens death. This course is designed to help those currently in, or entering ministry to 

understand better their own ethical perspective (their own general approach to ethical decision-making) and 

how this perspective applies to bioethical tensions such as those mentioned above. In addition to reading and 

discussing a number of assigned articles, students will have the opportunity to prepare and present a detailed 

analysis of an ethical issue they perceive to be of particular social significance. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 651NE 

Seeker-Sensitive Ministry: Evangelism in a Postmodern Culture 

Credits: 2 

The course will focus on how to reach people for Jesus Christ in a post-modern, pre-Christian culture using 

culturally-relevant biblical techniques that are working in cutting-edge churches around the country. The three 

primary objectives of the course will be learning what a culturally-relevant ministry looks like, learning the 

cultural tendencies of post-modern pre-Christians, and learning how to take a church into a plan that is 

culturally relevant without killing the church in the process. The course will work on being unusually practical 

with direct ministry application immediately possible from the sessions. The theme is that God wants the 

Church to be effective in the manner we read about in the Book of Acts. Many churches are, but many more 

can be. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 652NE 

Navigating the Minefield of the Parish: Conflict in the Local Church 

Credits: 2 

How should church leaders respond when a member, a sub-ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ άƎŜǘǎ ƳŀŘέ ŀǘ 

them? What should they do when members of the church or the staff are fighting among themselves? What 

can leaders do when the congregation gets upset with the ecclesiastical hierarchy outside the local church? 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜe, mediator, and conciliator will be examined in this seminar, as well as their 

personal involvement as participant or bystander, and (most importantly) as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. 
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[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 653NE 

Developing Christian Community Through Small Groups 

Credits: 2 

Rooted in a biblical understanding of koinonia, this course examines the role of small groups in the local church 

today. Topics of study include the biblical foundations, the mission and philosophy, and the leading and 

organization of small groups. This course explores strategies for developing authentic community and 

empowering leaders through effective small groups in the local congregation.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 654NE 

The Fundamentals of Finance for Ministers and Churches 

Credits: 2 

This course is designed to help church administrators and those currently in (or entering) ministry understand 

the fundamentals of finance, an area of vulnerability for many ministers and churches. The process of 

developing personal and church budgets will be discussed. Proper procedures will be identified for handling 

monies, record keeping, controlling expenditures, and auditing. Available resources and tools for the 

management of both personal and church finances will be introduced. Students will be taught how to read and 

interpret financial statements. Each student will examine in-depth a specific ministry (preferably their own) to 

understand the challenges of managing it financially and creatƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǎƘŜŜǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

ministry. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 656NE 

Engaging the Mass Media: Strategies for Advancing Christian Perspectives  

Credits: 2  

Are the news media unfair to Christians? Are reporters hostile to faith? Can men and women of God represent 

Christian values to readers, listeners, and viewers through communications media that are often viewed as 

secular and humanistic? This course seeks to guide the student in an understanding of news-media values and 

how Christians can gainfully represent their beliefs and actions through this critical medium. Students will learn 

skills in preparing for news-media engagements including editorial articles, media appearances, and one-on-

one interviews. Designed to combine theory and practice, the course will focus on the development of a 

media-messaging strategy that effectively engages postmodern culture while advancing the priorities and 

principles of the Kingdom of God. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 657NE 

Sacred Texts, Sacred Music 

Credits: 2  

Well-chosen songs and hymns for Christian worship make Scripture memorable, teach doctrine, interpret 

biblical texts, and provide a vocabulary of feeling for human religious experience. Choices for worship should 

emphasize the words which are sung rather than focusing primarily on details of musical style. This course 

provides a survey of Scripture and doctrine in texts for use in church singing in a variety of settings (classical, 
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traditional, and contemporary) in light of the theology of worship. Examples also will illustrate theological 

considerations such as matching the text and music to the place of worship; maximizing participation in 

worship; using sacred music in spiritual formation, both for personal devotions and group study; and finding 

and incorporating lost resources in contemporary worship. Assignments will include exercises in listening as 

well as reading and will be tailored to the individual practical needs of the student.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 658NE 

Emerging and Postmodern Church 

Credits: 2 

This course examines and evaluates the effects of the nebulous cultural mood/movement known as 

postmodernism on contemporary church life in general and the emerging church movement in particular.  

Students are given the opportunity to read major postmodern theorists (e.g., Derrida, Lyotard, Foucault, 

Baudrillard) and assess the impact of their thought on well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ΨŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ WƻƘƴ /ŀǇǳǘƻΣ WŀƳŜǎ 

K.A. Smith, Tony Jones, etc).  Attention is given particularly to questions of truth, consumerism, doxology and 

mission. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 659NE 

¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ Lord of the Rings 

Credits: 2  

At the beginning of the 21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ are enjoying renewed popularity. This course will examine 

The Lord of the Rings in light of other texts by Tolkien such as The Silmarillion, The Tolkien Reader, and Letters 

of J. R. R. Tolkien as well as secondary texts such as Tolkien: A Biography by Humphrey Carpenter and Tolkien: 

Man and Myth by Joseph Pearce. The students will consider themes of good, evil, temptation, mercy, and 

ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜȄǘǎΦ  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 660NE 

Church Planting  

Credits: 2   

{ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άbŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ 

ƘŜǊŜΥ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗέ The starting of a church that is truly effective requires a successful progression 

through well-established stages of development (much like the child-development process in the womb) and 

the careful development of key strategies and systems that allow the church to start and stay healthy. The 

course will provide a comprehensive primer on the preparation, the personnel, the principles, and the process 

of planting a church as well as examining what to expect and prepare for in the early years of the church. The 

course is not only vital for those considering involvement in or the starting of a new church, but it will help 

anyone desiring to re-start or bring renewal to an established church.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 662NE 

Effective Youth Ministry 

Credits: 2 
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This course will explore the foundations for building an effective youth ministry. Course material will address 

both the theoretical and practical issues involved in the construction of relevant, contemporary youth 

ministries. These include a theological understanding of youth ministry, the dynamics of cultural and 

congregational systems, and an overview of adolescence and faith development. Students will also consider 

the topics of meaningful youth programs, service learning as faith in action, resources for the journey, and care 

for the youth worker. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 663NE 

Faith-Based Community and Economic Development 

Credits: 2  

This course is designed to help ordained ministers, lay leaders, or those currently in (or entering) ministry 

understand the fundamentals of Faith-Based Community and Economic Development. This is an arena of both 

opportunity and vulnerability for many ministers and churches. The process of developing non-profit 

organizations will be discussed. Proper procedures will be identified for developing collaborative relationships 

with local, state, and federal organizations. Available resources and tools for establishing Community 

Development Corporations will be introduced. Students will be taught how to create and manage resources 

from diverse funding sources. Each student will examine a specific ministry in-depth (preferably his/her own) 

(1) to understand the challenges of managing it, and (2) to create a strategic and tactical plan for his/her 

church, ministry, or organization. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 664NE 

Multicultural Worship 

Credits: 2  

This course contains an in-depth look at the current trend of praise and worship which has crossed 

denominational and cultural boundaries in the Body of Christ. It will review its theological and historical 

foundations, as well as its usefulness in multi-cultural worship settings. The course will provide training for 

effective worship leadership and for planning the praise and worship portion of the worship service. It will 

review the role of music in the worship service and provide practical worship experiences. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 665NE 

Building a Leadership Legacy: Finishing Well from the Start 

Credits: 2 

This course will explore the deep, ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

and through the transitions that will naturally follow. It will examine several examples in Scripture of how a 

legacy was cultivated, the essentials and dynamics of legacy today, and the development of strategies that will 

ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 667NE 

The Fantasy Literature of Tolkien and Lewis 

Credits: 3 
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This course will look at fantasy works bȅ ōƻǘƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άhƴ CŀƛǊȅ-{ǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

critical context and language for the discussion of these works. !ƳƻƴƎ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ 

are The Fellowship of the Ring, Smith of Wootton Major, and Farmer Giles of Ham. !ƳƻƴƎ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

we will study are The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, The Great Divorce, and Till We Have Faces. The 

students will examine the relationship between the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches during the first half 

of the 20th cŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭΣ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ 

ŀƴŘ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜȄǘǎΦ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 668NE 

Willow Creek Leadership Summit 

Credits: 2 

Through directed study and attendance at the annual Willow Creek Leadership Summit Conference and post-

summit class meetings, this course will provide exposure to core, cutting-edge principles of leadership being 

practiced in modern culture and will facilitate a biblical and theological examination of each. Course reading 

assignments, instruction and dialog with the professor, and a major final paper will enable the students to 

critique current leadership styles and discern their appropriateness in Christian life and ministry. 

[Elective: offered on demand each fall termτregistration at both Summit and NES required] 

 

MIN 669NE 

Globalization and Local Church Missions 

Credits: 2 

In this course, we will study globalization and the effects it has on missions in the local church. Globalization is 

having a direct impact on local church missions, both at home and abroad. As the world has become a 

άǎƳŀƭƭŜǊέ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ missions. 

Globalization has created interdependencies of global communities, and the integration of macro economies 

has directly impacted countries by improving or weakening poverty-stricken areas. This course examines the 

international dimensions of globalization (missions and evangelism), as well as the local dimensions (cultural 

awareness and human diversity). 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 670NE 

Prison Ministries 

Credits: 2           

The main focus of this course will be on people confined to penal institutions. Specific attention will be given to 

the psychological and spiritual impact of incarceration. There will be a strong emphasis on the various 

approaches to and opportunities for ministry within the jail/prison setting, and to families who have a member 

in jail. Students also will explore what it means to do a partnering ministry, personally or as a team, with the 

.ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ άōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎΦέ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 671NE 

Equipping the Laity  

Credits: 2 
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One of tƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛǎ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΥмнύΦ 

The involvement of lay people in ministry is a crucial component in discipleship and should be a primary 

objective for ordained ministers. However, the reality is that pastors often find themselves overworked and 

frustrated by the lack of ministry involvement by their parishioners. On the other hand, many parishioners find 

themselves wishing they had more meaningful ministry opportunities. This course will work at developing a 

biblical view of ministry, a historical perspective on the roles of clergy and laity, and a contemporary approach 

to equipping the laity in the church. The goal is to help both ordained ministers and lay leaders recapture the 

rich and ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜǎ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 672NE 

Strategic Planning for Churches and Nonprofit Organizations 

Credits: 2 

This course reviews the reasons why churches and nonprofit organizations should embrace strategic planning 

as a way of improving their performance. It presents an effective strategic planning process that has been 

successfully used by leaders of nonprofit organizations. The course is comprised of a set of concepts, 

procedures, and tools that can help leaders enhance organizational achievement. Overall, the course is based 

on the premise that leaders of churches and nonprofit organizations must be effective strategists in order to 

fulfill their missions. 

[Required: M.Div. and M.A. Transformational Leadership; Elective: all other programs: see Annual Course 

Schedule] 

 

MIN 673NE 

Human Sexuality 

Credits: 2 or 3 

This course is designed to help church leaders understand more fully normal and abnormal human sexual 

behavior and attitudes. The course will include both personal and ministerial applications. From a Christian 

psychological perspective the course will address individual sexuality, sexual addictions and temptations, 

homosexuality, and the theological implications of sexuality. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 674NE 

Marriage and Family Counseling  

Credits: 2 

This course will assist pastoral and lay leaders to identify counseling strategies that address marital and family 

conflict. Appropriate intervention includes learning the scope of clergy responsibilities and how to network 

with trusted and specialized community resources. Topics include: promoting newly-married and step-family 

adjustment; dealing with adultery and divorce; recognizing and responding to domestic violence; treating 

addictions to drugs, alcohol and pornography; and coping with traumatic memories and loss. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 675NE 

Congregational Renewal   

(Online Course) 
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Credits: 2 

This course explores steps that pastors can take to lead a congregation from maintenance to a missional focus. 

The course presupposes that renewal is a personal and corporate spiritual journey that leaders and 

congregations undertake in order to realize their full potential in DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ 

approach to experiencing renewal is Biblical, systematic, and intentional. The course will cover topics such as 

clarifying a missional theology, developing a corporate identity, assessing organizational preparedness for 

change, cultivating a healthy congregational climate, building supportive relationships among leaders, focusing 

ƻƴ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ  

 

The course will explore the current research on the status of the American church, noting commonly held 

variables among declining congregations and among those congregations that have experienced renewal. This 

compare and contrast approach will enable students to develop their own strategic plan to bring 

congregational members together for more effective outreach to their community. For students who are 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 [Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 676NE 

Pastoral Counseling 

Credits: 2 

This course is designed for those engaged in counseling within a congregational setting or other ministry 

setting.  We will explore the theological foundation for counseling, differences and similarities to clinical 

counseling, methodologies for change, goal-setting and problem solving.  Strategies for active listening, 

ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

provide basic counseling skills and equip pastors in various settings that will give guidelines for conducting 

άƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎΦέ  Lƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎ 

and dependence on Christ for wholeness and healing. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 677NE 

The Gospel and Our Culture: The Acts of the Apostles and the 21st-Century Church 

Credits: 2 

This course examines the book of Acts with particular application to ministry in the diverse populations of a 

contemporary urban center. The course begins with a focus on the words of Christ just prior to his ascension 

and their implication for the task of the church. Guest ministers from the cities of Rochester and Buffalo, New 

York participate in panel discussion formats to focus the biblical text on the specific challenges of being the 

body of Christ and "making disciples" in the multicultural, international, spiritual populations of a 

contemporary North American urban context. While the focus of the course is on urban ministries, the 

readings have broad implications for ministry in any setting. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 690NE 

Research Seminar 

Credits: 2 
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This course is designed to serve as the capstone to the M.A. degree. (M. Div. students may take it for elective 

credit.) It includes instruction in theological bibliography, research, and writing. The student will research a 

selected topic and prepare a 20-page written paper. 

[Required: M.; Elective: M.Div.; offered each fall and spring term] 

 

MIN 691NE 

MA Leadership Integration Seminar 

Credits: 2 

This course serves as the capstone experience for the M.A. in Transformational Leadership program.  Students 

will synthesize and apply what they have learned in the program by developing a comprehensive leadership 

strategy for their ministry settings.  This strategy statement will include such key areas as theological 

foundations for leadership, self-leadership, strategic planning, leading change, team-building and resource 

allocation.  The presentation and discussion of these leadership documents will provide a collaborative 

learning experience at the culmination of the course. 

[Required: M.A. Transformational Leadership; Elective: all other programs. See Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 695NE 

Independent Study in Christian Ministry  

Credits: 1-3  

Through self-selected studies, the student is given the opportunity to investigate additional areas of Christian 

Ministry ς current and historical. (Advisor and faculty approval required.)  

[Elective: offered only on demand] 

 

MIN 699NE 

M.A. Thesis in Ministry Studies  

Credits: 3  

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of ministry studies. Must receive approval of the 

faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved for a thesis do not 

take MIN 690NE.) 

 [Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE, offered in the third year of the 

M.A. by petition only] 

 

MIN 723NE 

Advanced Seminar in Biblical Preaching 

Credits: 2 

 This course is intended to enhance the communication skills of students who have had some experience in 

preaching.  Topics of study include the development of sermons that are both biblical and relevant, creativity 

and clarity in preaching, effective delivery, special occasion preaching, and the life of the preacher.  Designed 

as a practicum experience, this class will provide the student with opportunities for in-class presentation and 

critique.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule; Prerequisite: MIN 629NE or MIN 630NE; or permission of professor] 

 

MIN 731NE, 732NE, 733NE, 734NE   

Field Education 
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Credits: 3  

This sequence of four courses will provide the student with hands-on professional training from capable 

practitioners and educators. Students will develop professional understanding and competence in ministry. 

Each course provides time for on-site training, personal and Peer-reflection, and classroom instruction. 

Personal and Spiritual Formation (Faith-sharing Groups) is a continuing aspect of Field Education. M.Div. 

students take all four courses (twelve credits) and are expected to complete placements in both a parish and 

non-parish setting. M.A. students take one (three credits) and choose a placement best suited for their 

intended ministry. 

[M.Div: all required; M.A: MIN 731 required; offered each fall and spring term] 

 

MIN 735NE  

Cross-Cultural Social Work Course in China 

Credits: 1 or 3 

In conjunction with the Social Work Division of Roberts Wesleyan College, this course can be taken for 3 hours 

of credit or used for one unit of the Field Education requirement. During the 2-week trip to China, students will 

be ministering to orphaned children in a government-run orphanage for a 5-day period, and then will go to 

Beijing to an American-managed foster home. The goal of the course is learning about the plight of orphaned 

children in China, recognizing that the needs of orphaned children exceed the bounds of the United States. This 

is a life-changing course in which classes bond together in Christian fellowship as they meet daily for devotions 

and debriefing. Students will be responsible for all additional travel costs and should plan accordingly through 

financial aid and/or personal means.  

 [Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

MIN 736 

Directed Studies in International Studies Program 

Credits: 3 

This course is designed to facilitate students who wish to participate in opportunities to substitute for a foreign 

studies/ministry tour for one unit of Field Education. Trips must be approved by the director of Field Education. 

The student is responsible for all travel costs and fees in addition to the tuition for this course. The director of 

Field Education ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǇŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

Credit for Non-Classroom CƻǳǊǎŜέ ŦƻǊƳ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 

 

MIN 790NE 

Integration Seminar 

Credits: 3 

This course is designed to serve as the capstone to the M.Div. degree. The goal is to conduct a review of your 

learning experience in the Core Curriculum, required and elective courses, PSF program, and Field Education. 

Your reflections and analysis are integrated into the preparation of a written ministry plan and professional 

portfolio. Additional goals: provide written and oral defense of your theological approach to identified 

ecclesiastical and ministerial concerns and issues; reflect on current and future financial planning; identify 

conflict management styles and learn adaptive methodology; reflect on personal and professional growth in 

the areas of community building, spiritual formation, and engagement with culture. 

 [Required for M.Div: offered each fall and spring term]  
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MIN 799NE 

M.Div. Thesis 

Credits: 2 ς 6 

 This course is a research option for M.Div. students. When approved by NES faculty, it takes the place of 

M.Div. electives. Students will design a research project in some area of Christian ministry.  

[Prerequisites: Faculty permission, offered in the third year of the M.Div. by petition only] 

Personal and Spiritual Formation (PSF) 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ academic services office.]  

 

PSF 511NE, 512NE, 513NE, 514NE 

Introduction to Personal and Spiritual Formation 

Credits: .5 for each course (2 credits total) 

Interwoven throughout the period of the NES Core Curriculum, these courses are designed to provide a 

theological, historical, and practical introduction to the resources and disciplines of formative Christian 

spirituality. In addition to exposure to classical materials through integrated readings in the Core Curriculum, 

students will participate outside of class in a faith-sharing practicum, chapel programs, seminary retreats, and 

an individual formative assessment process. 

 [Required: M.Div. / M.A. part of the Core; offered each year along with BHT 511-514NE] 

 

PSF 611NE 

Pastoral Formation 

Credits: 3 

This course offers substantial exposure to the rich resources of the Christian tradition regarding the nature and 

practice of the pastoral calling. Among the issues explored are the spiritual and theological foundations of 

pastoral work, the discovery of a pastoral identity, the meaning of ordination, and the office and functions of 

the pastor. Building on a foundation of the central pastoral acts of prayer, scripture reading, and spiritual 

direction, the course seeks to assist the student in the development of a method for ongoing theological 

reflection in ministry. 

[Required: M.Div; elective: M.A.; offered each spring term] 

 

PSF 612NE 

Spiritual Formation 

Credits: 3 

This course surveys the history, theology, and practice of Christian spiritual formation. Christian spirituality is 

explored by examining its biblical and theological foundations; its historical expressions among Orthodox, 

Roman Catholic, and Protestant believers; and its classical disciplines. The course includes discussion of the 

relation between communal worship and personal spirituality, exercises in various ways of praying, and 

exposure to the art of spiritual direction. The goal of the course is to be both informational and formational. 

[Required: M.Div; elective: M.A; offered each fall term] 

 

https://eboard.nes.edu/
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PSF 615NE 

Exploring Personal and Spiritual Faith Development 

Credits: 2 

Faith will be explored from a life cycle, developmental perspective, from infancy through senior adulthood. 

Autobiographical, theological, and theoretical perspectives will be examined. Students will narrate/map their 

own faith journeys. Strategies for facilitating faith development in the church setting will be discussed. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 620NE 

The Use of Scripture in Meditation and Prayer  

Credits: 2 

The use of Scripture in meditation and prayer is key to both a close relationship with Jesus Christ and to a 

faithful ministry. John Wesley considered meditation upon Scripture and prayer like the air we breathe. He 

used Lectio Divina and journaling as the means by which he traced the movements of God in his life in order to 

άǿŀƭƪ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ The student will learn about and experience Lectio Divina, other prayer forms, 

and journaling in the course. Students will learn about the rich spiritualities which influenced Wesley and his 

life of prayer and ministry. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 621NE 

Introduction to Spiritual Direction 

Credits: 2 

Spiritual Direction is one milieu in which we find another person of faith who will invite us to pay attention to 

ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ This course will provide a basic introduction to 

Spiritual Direction as well as an experiential understanding of what it is, what it is not, its benefits, and 

differences between it and pastoral counseling or clinical therapy. It will address the history and practice of 

Spiritual Direction as well as its place in 21st century spirituality.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 622NE 

Metaphor, Image and Story: Apprehending the Gospel from the Creative Side of Our Nature 

Credits: 2 

How do we nourish our imaginations? How should the Christian interact with the culture in which we live? Do 

we have sources of private delight? Have we ever seen Jesus through the membrane of another story? In this 

course, students will read Scripture and selected works in the literary canon. In addition to surveying some 

representative authors, the students will concentrate on an author of their choosing and write about how and 

why this author speaks to them. The course will also explore some of the ways the arts can be used to unlock 

the creative springs within us. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 623NE 

Social Justice and Spirituality  

Credits: 3 
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This course is a study of the intersection of faith and social justice and relationship of the first two great 

commandments.  Students will study relevant spiritual writings that include application to social justice and 

peacemaking.  Included are readings by Henri Nouwen, Dorothy Day, Gustavo Gutierrez, Teresa of Avila, and 

others.  The disciplines including prayer, simplicity, confession, and worship will be studied in relation to the 

Christian call to mission and creating social justice.  Students will explore practical ways to live out the call of 

Jesus to worship God and love the neighbor. 

[Required: M.Div. and M.A. Theology and Social Justice and M.Div. Spiritual Formation; Elective: all other 

programs. See Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 655NE 

Celtic History and Spirituality 

Credits: 2 

This course explores the rich resources that Celtic history and spirituality offers for our own worship and 

spiritual formation. Celtic Christianity in Ireland and Britain, while an integral part of the larger Christian world, 

had its own distinctive character, which continues to influence the Church today. The Celtic Church was both 

monastic and evangelistic, contemplative and engaged. Leaders such as Patrick, Brigid, Columba, Aidan, and 

Columbanus modeled and taught a way of life that was at once demanding and contagious. Pushing beyond 

romantic images, this course seeks to understand Celtic Christianity as it actually was, through primary sources 

and contemporary interpretation, in order to appreciate its culture, context, and contribution. The course will 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƭǘƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ŘŀƳΣ tŀǘ wƻōǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅΣ 

exposure to significant organizations, including the Iona and Northumbria Communities, and an introduction to 

contemporary Celtic Christian music and art. 

(This course is cross-listed as HST 655NE) 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

PSF 695NE 

Independent Study in Personal Spiritual Formation 

Credits: .5 - 3  

Through guided studies and spiritual readings, the student is given the opportunity to investigate additional or 

assigned areas of Personal Spiritual Formationτcurrent and historical. (Advisor and faculty approval required.) 

 [Elective: offered only on demand] 

 

PSF 699NE 

M.A. Thesis in Personal and Spiritual Formation 

Credits: 3 

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of personal and spiritual formation. Must receive 

approval of the faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved 

for a thesis do not take MIN 690NE.) 

[Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE] 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND WRITING 

CMC 500NE  

Practicum in Theological Writing 
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Credits: 0 

The purpose of this course is to strengthen academic writing. The course will focus on grammar, mechanics, 

and style of scholarly discourse. Instruction will be provided to assist students in the reading of and 

comprehension of theological texts. Because students are co-enrolled in BHT 511NE (or another writing-

intensive seminary course), the papers for that course will be evaluated and revised in CMC 500NE.  All BHT 

511NE students are required to enroll in this course. It is open to all students. 

 

CMC 501NE  

Practicum in Theological Writing II 

Credits: 0 

$200 Fee 

This course is designed to promote basic critical thinking skills for students who require additional assistance in 

reading and writing within a formal academic context. These skills will be practiced in tandem with course 

materials for BHT512 (or another writing-intensive seminary course) so that assignments for this course will 

contribute to the completion of assignments for BHT512 (or another credit-bearing course). Upon evaluation 

of student progress at the conclusion of CMC 500, some students may be required to enroll in CMC 501 as a 

condition of their continued enrollment at NES. 

 

MIN 690NE 

Research Seminar 

Credits: 2 

This course is designed to serve as the capstone to the M.A. degree. (M. Div. students may take it for elective 

credit.) It includes instruction in theological bibliography, research, and writing. The student will research a 

selected topic and prepare a 20-page written paper. 

[Required: M.; Elective: M.Div.; offered each fall and spring term] 

 

RES 690NE 

Thesis Research 

Credits: 2 

This course is designed to introduce and guide the student through the thesis research process. Students will 

be exposed to research methodologies in the biblical, historical, theological, ethical, and ministry-related 

disciplines. Must be taken in conjunction with a thesis course (BIB/HST/MIN/PSF/SOC/THE 699NE). 

SOCIAL ETHICS (SOC) 

[Note: The Annual Course Schedule lists the year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In 

addition, all courses are available by petition through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log on 

to NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu, ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ academic services office.]  

 

SOC 621NE 

hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ /Ǌȅ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ  

(Online Course) 

Credits: 2 

https://eboard.nes.edu/
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This course examines the Old Testament prophets and their call for social justice. It offers opportunity for an 

in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

Particular attention is given to the Minor Prophets, including Amos, Hosea, and Micah. Reflection on this 

prophetic literature provides an opportunity to delineate the significance of the prophetic cry for justice for the 

Church today. 

[M.Div. requires one SOC course Elective and required for M.A. Theology and Social Justice; Elective: all other 

programs; see Annual Course Schedule; this course is cross-listed with BIB 621NE] 

 

SOC 623NE  

Social Policy, Leadership and Community Change 

Credits: 2  

Creating social justice requires leadership skills and an understanding of the nature of the development of 

systems change.  This course focuses on the history of social change movements, the development of social 

policy, and the role of the church in promoting justice in society.  Students learn to recognize the roles of 

power and relational dynamics in the development of systemic struggles that ultimately lead to social policy 

and societal change.  Students will have the opportunity to organize and implement a project that utilizes their 

leadership skills in the area of social justice in a local or larger community setting. 

[Required: M.Div. and M.A. Theology and Social Justice; Elective: all other programs. See Annual Course 

Schedule] 

 

SOC 625NE  

Christian Social Ethics in the Public Realm 

Credits: 2 [Fall 2011 ς changes to a 3-credit course] 

This course is an introduction to the basic themes in Christian theology as they relate to contemporary social 

issues and public policy. The course provides a Christian global perspective that relates theology and ethics to 

ministry and service in the public realm. Topics include a survey of existing justice and moral theories that 

relate to cultural analysis and ministerial practice. Areas that will be explored include power, government, war, 

wealth and poverty, gender, and diversity. The goal is to provide students with both theological and ministerial 

tools to address important social issues in their churches, community, and larger society. (This course was 

originally offered as THE 625NE, Christian Social Ethics in the Public Realm.) 

[M.Div. requires one SOC course and required for M.A. Theology and Social Justice; Elective: all other programs.: 

see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

SOC 642NE 

Jesus and the Poor: Biblical Perspectives on Economic Justice 

Credits: 3 

IƻǿŀǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²ƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ōŀŎƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΚέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻƴŜΦ This course begins in the NŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

relationship with the poor and his sayings regarding poverty, wealth, and discipleship. Topics also include 

exegeses on key biblical passages regarding economic justice in both the Old and New Testament and an 

examination of contemporary successes and failures of the local and global Christian Church to end economic 

oppression. The course explores the implications for applying a biblical ethic of justice to individual Christian 

discipleship and corporate church witness. (This course was originally offered as BIB642 Jesus and the Poor: 

Biblical Perspectives on Economic Justice.) 
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[M.Div. requires one SOC course and required for M.A. Theology and Social Justice; Elective: all other programs; 

see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

SOC 655NE 

Violence Against WomenτTheological and Social Issues 

Credits: 2  

This course addresses the problem of violence against women from a Christian theological perspective. 

Violence against women is defined in both legal and spiritual language that provides a description of the 

problem and a framework for addressing this important issue. The course will provide an analysis of current 

theories and practices. Topics include violence against women as an international human rights issue, the 

responsibility of the Church in its prophetic role to provide a response, and exploring the biblical basis for 

addressing this issue. (This course was originally offered as MIN 655 Violence Against WomenτTheological and 

Social Issues.) 

[M.Div. requires one SOC course and required for M.A. Theology and Social Justice; Elective: all other programs; 

see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

SOC 699NE 

M.A. Thesis in Social Ethics 

Credits: 3 

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of social ethics. Must receive approval of the 

faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved for a thesis do not 

take MIN 690NE.) 

[Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE] 

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES (THE) 

[Note: The NES Core (BHT 511NE, 512NE, 513NE, 514NE) courses involve students in the study of biblical and 

systematic theology within each church age. Independent study courses in these areas may be taken as 

electives with this in mind. See course description for the Core courses. The Annual Course Schedule lists the 

year and the term each of the following courses will be offered. In addition, all courses are available by petition 

through your faculty advisor as a Directed Studies option. Log to the NES eBoard at https://eboard.nes.edu and 

ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ {ȅƭƭŀōƛέ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ academic services office. 

 

THE 620NE 

An Introduction to Islam, Religion of Peace 

Credits: 2 

One cannot understand the current conflicts in the Middle East without some understanding of Islam, one of 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΦ This course will introduce participating seminarians to the beliefs, practices, and 

rituals of this religion. It will include discussion of its foundations in Judaism, and introduce students to the 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vΩǳǊŀƴ όŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vΩǳǊŀƴύΦ 

Contemporary issues will be examined in their relationship to the past. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 621NE 

https://eboard.nes.edu/
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A Theology of Environmental Stewardship 

Credits: 2  

Since the publication of a highly influential paper in 1967, conventional wisdom has held that Christianity is 

ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ Environmental stewardship, however, is one of the 

central messages of the Bible. This course will examine worldwide ecological and environmental issues in the 

light of biblical texts and historic understandings of Church doctrine (e.g. creation, the fall, stewardship/ 

dominion, the sovereignty of God, the Incarnation, redemption, and eschatology). A biblical theology of the 

environment will be developed that will address issues of Christian responsibility for the care of the 

environment. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 622NE 

Theology of the Body 

Credits: 2  

Recent social and scientific developments challenge many in our congregations to understand the right use of 

the human body in the light of the Christian faith. This emerging discipline addresses issues such as describing 

ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέΤ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

embodiment through the Incarnation; the theological significance of work; human sexuality; issues posed by 

medical technology; and the destiny of the body-person after death. This seminar will include Internet-based 

resources as well as readings from the consensual tradition. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 623NE 

World Religions in North America 

Credits: 2 

This course addresses the dramatically altered religious landscape of North America in the 21st century, where 

Christianity exists alongside the newly-attained prominence of other world religions. The course will equip 

pastors and other church leaders to practice ministry and work cooperatively with community agencies in light 

of these changes. The course will briefly survey the history and teachings of these religions, and also address 

the relationship between Christ and other religions. A primary focus will be the impact of new immigrants on 

the North American religious context. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 630NE 

Introduction to Judaism 

Credits: 2  

This course will examine Judaism as one of the great religions of the world. Though there are significant 

differences between Christianity and Judaism, we can understand the Christian faith much better when we 

have some grasp of Judaism. We will explore such topics as the origins of Judaism in the post-exilic era, 

Judaism in the time of Jesus and the early Church, the full maturing of Judaism in the rabbinic era, and aspects 

of contemporary Judaism, including its various forms. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 640NE 
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Theology of Missions 

Credits: 2 

Discussions of ministry and Christian vocations today are often framed in an intercultural context, while many 

ecclesiologists emphasize the local/global aspect of the Church.  These five classes are designed to help 

participants identify the role of missions in their faith communities and their personal lives.  Theologies for 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ-global 

connection, and the importance of cultural contexts.  By the end of the course, each participant will articulate 

a personal theology of missions.   

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 695NE 

Independent Study in Theological Studies  

Credits: 1-3 

Through self-directed study, a student will investigate a specific area or topics in theological or religious 

studies. Prerequisites: Advisor and instructor approval required. 

[Elective: offered only on demand] 

 

THE 699NE 

M.A. Thesis in Theological Studies 

Credits: 3 

This course is a research option for M.A. students in the field of theological studies. Must receive approval of 

the faculty, and must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE. (M.A. students who are approved for a thesis do 

not take MIN 690NE.) 

[Prerequisites: Faculty approval; must be taken in conjunction with RES 690NE] 

 

THE 700NE 

Theology of the Cross 

Credits: 3 

We live in a world that both shines with the glory of God and is convulsed by massive suffering. The 

ǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

are called to minister to those in pain. But suffering also constitutes a theological problem, because suffering 

persists in the face of Christian claims about the power and love of God. It is the purpose of this course to 

address the question of how Christians may think intelligently and coherently about suffering, and how such 

thinking may nourish compassionate pastoral ministry in the contemporary world. Our focus will be on 

developing a coherent theology of suffering, rooted in the cross that addresses the reality of suffering with 

integrity and hope. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 701NE 

Faith Seeking Understanding: The New Dialogue Between Theology and Science 

Credits: 2 

!ǊŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ōŜǎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΚέ Is science always objective 

and faith subjective? !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 

they have been throughout the history of the Church. Readings for this course will explore the underlying 
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assumptions of theology and science, and how they are expressed in conclusions about such topics as the 

physical universe, the human person, creation, complexity, providence, and the end of the world. We will also 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎΣ ŀnd technological 

occupations and feel trapped between opposing views expressed in church and in the workplace. No scientific 

background beyond high school level is required for any of the readings, but more advanced backgrounds and 

interests can readily be accommodated. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 702NE 

History of Christian Love 

Credits: 3  

A thematic study of Christian love through the lens of prominent Christian theologians and church movements 

from Augustine to the 21st century. Topics also include the relationship of God and humankind (agape love), 

the nature of human love, love and social ethics, Christian friendship, marriage, and sexuality. Christian figures 

and movements that reflect a particular historical and theological perspective include: Augustine, Aquinas, and 

Luther on the theology of love, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Reinhold Niebuhr on love and justice, C.S. Lewis on 

friendship, and Dorothy Day on Christian love and poverty. Students will have an opportunity to examine, 

develop, and present their own theology of love rooted in the historical Christian faith. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 703NE 

The Christian Doctrine of Human Nature and Sin 

Credits: 2  

This course will explore the Christian understanding of the human ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŜȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

according to Genesis 1-2, who was plunged into evil and misery according to Genesis 3-5. Significant attention 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ Řƛfferent 

descriptions of human sinfulness that distinguish the Eastern Church from the Western Church, and the 

implications of these teachings in pastoral work. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 715NE 

The Openness of God Debate 

Credits: 2 

One of the most significant, often contentious, current debates in evangelical circles centers on what has been 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άhǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ tǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ 

high view of Scripture, do not view God as the all-knowing, all-controlling, unchanging being often portrayed in 

classical Christian thought. God is viewed, rather, as a being who does not have infallible knowledge of our 

future free actions and thus as a being who must work relationally with us day by day to help actualize the 

divine goals for us and our world. In this course, we will take an in-depth look both at openness theology and 

the numerous critiques that have been offered in response to it. While the instructor himself is one of the 

foundational proponents of openness thought, the main goal of the course will be to help each student come 

to a clearer understanding of his or her own theological perspective. 

 [Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 
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THE 720NE 

Revivalism and the Postmodern Church 

Credits: 3 

This course will provide an in-depth look at the rhetoric and culture of American revivalism, with an emphasis 

on revivalism as a revitalization movement. The course will also explore how revivalism has shaped popular 

theology and worship and has retained widespread nostalgic appeal today. The key question will be whether or 

not revivalism offers any perspective on 21st century Church renewal. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 724NE 

Life and Theology of Martin Luther 

Credits: 3 

TƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ The course is divided into three 

areas of study. The initial focus is a discussion of Luther in historical context. The medieval antecedents and 

early 16th-century theology and ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

religious and political stage. ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ We will explore 

his views on the sacraments, faith, government, women, vocation, and the role of government and just war. 

¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ A look at 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ άƘƻǘέ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

theology in the area of social justice.  

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 726NE 

Wesleyan Theology  

Credits: 3 

This course explores major theological themes of Wesleyan theology through the examination of primary 

materials. ²ƘƛƭŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭogy of salvation as expressed in his sermons, the course also 

includes exposure to Wesleyan thought on such matters as the doctrine of God, anthropology, the person and 

work of Christ, the Church, ministry, the sacraments, and eschatology. In addition, consideration is given to the 

development of early Methodism in its historical context, its relevance for contemporary Methodist traditions, 

and its potential contribution to the Church at large. A secondary purpose of this course is to impart to the 

student an appreciation of the field of Wesleyan Studies and its present-day interpreters. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 728NE 

The Holiness Pentecostal Tradition 

Credits: 3 

This course surveys the 19th and 20th century Holiness and Pentecostal movements in the United States, 

including principal and formative events, theological distinctives, and important figures.  The course will 

examine the culture(s) of the movements, major controversies, and opportunities for ecumenical dialogue.  

 [Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 729NE 

Fundamentalism and Modernism: an Historical and Theological Controversy 
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Credits: 3 

Through reading, discussion, and writing, students will explore the roots, development, and implications of the 

άŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘ-ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅέ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ-speaking Christianity, with a special emphasis on the 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΦ The cultural and theological genesis of fundamentalism in the late 19th 

and 20th centuries continues to have ramifications for the 21st century Church in America and throughout the 

globe, and thus the practical implications of the historic controversy will be considered thoroughly. Readings 

will include primary-source materials, as well as seminal writings of J. Gresham Machen and Harry Emerson 

Fosdick, among others. Secondary sources will include the most recent scholarly reflections on the topic. The 

approach of the seminar will be both historical and theological. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 731NE 

Suffering, Pain, and Evil: a Theological Response 

Credits: 2 

¢ƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ God allow that horrible eventτthat 

tragic accident, that terrible betrayal, that intense sufferingτǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚέ !ŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘhe various 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ όǘƘŜƻŘƛŎƛŜǎύ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ άǿƘȅέ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ 

what these responses have to offer. Included among the texts we read will be the Book of Job. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 732NE 

Life, Theology, and Ethics of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Credits: 2 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a significant 20th-century theologian, pastor, prophet, and martyr. This course 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ .ƻƴƘƻŜŦŦŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ bŀȊƛǎƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎtive. The primary areas of 

ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ .ƻƴƘƻŜŦŦŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ Readings 

include Cost of Discipleship, Ethics, Letters and Papers from Prison, and other selected writings representing 

.ƻƴƘƻŜŦŦŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎǎΦ His spirituality will be examined during a day-ƭƻƴƎ ά.ƻƴƘƻŜŦŦŜǊ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘΦέ 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 733NE 

Sacramental and Liturgical Theology 

Credits: 2 

This course examines the liturgical and sacramental life of the church as theologia prima (first theology).  

Attention is given to the historical and theological development of liturgical and sacramental theology in major 

branches of Christianity, as well as to the practical implications of liturgical and sacramental praxis for the 

formation of communal and individual faith.  A particular focus of the course is on the Christological, 

ecclesiological, and anthropological dimensions of liturgy and sacraments. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

 

THE 740NE 

Theology of the City 

Credits: 2 or 3 
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The 20th century began as a predominately rural world. At the beginning of the 21st century, the world is 

predominately ǳǊōŀƴΤ ōȅ нлмрΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ This 

massive demographic shift has created huge challenges for political and social systems and also for the Church. 

This course will develop a biblical theology for urban mission that will serve as a foundation for pastors and 

church leaders seeking to understand the city and will guide them in constructing and implementing effective 

urban ministry strategies. 

[Elective: see Annual Course Schedule] 

ADDITIONAL COURSE OFFERINGS 

Additional courses are also available through articulated agreements between Northeastern Seminary and the 

graduate program at Roberts Wesleyan College. A list of courses available for transfer credit from Roberts 

Wesleyan College is available in the vice president and academic dŜŀƴΩǎ office. 
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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

MASTER OF ARTS (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) (52 CREDITS)  

(HEGIS CODE 2301.00) 
 

 Credits 

Core ............................................................................................................................................. 38 

Additional Required Courses ......................................................................................................... 5 

 MIN 731NE Field Education (3) 

 MIN 690NE Research Seminar (2)  

 -OR- 

 RES 690NE Thesis Research (2) 

 MIN 699NE M.A. Thesis in Ministry Studies (3) 

This thesis course is also available in BIB, HST, PSF, SOC or THE studies) 

Special approval is needed for this option. 

 

Elective Specialization ................................................................................................................... 9 

 

These are elective courses that may be taken at NES, Roberts Wesleyan College (RWC), or any accredited 

college or seminary. Each student will select these based on his/her own special interest areas. Prior approval 

from the vice president and academic deanΩǎ ƻffice is required for any non-NES courses to ensure they meet 

accreditation requirements.  

MASTER OF DIVINITY (THEOLOGICAL PROFESSIONS) (92 CREDITS)               

(HEGIS CODE 2301.00) 

  Credits 

Core ............................................................................................................................................. 38 

Additional Required Courses ....................................................................................................... 39 

 

 Personal and Spiritual Formation (6 Credits) 

PSF 611NE Pastoral Formation ........................................................................................... (3) 
PSF 612NE Spiritual Formation ........................................................................................... (3) 

 

 Preaching (3 Credits) 

MIN 629NE Lectionary Preaching ....................................................................................... (3) 

  -OR- 

MIN 630NE Expository Preaching ....................................................................................... (3) 

 

 Public Ministerial Leadership (select 12 Credits) 

MIN 621NE Worship Leadership ......................................................................................... (2) 
MIN 623NE Church Administration ..................................................................................... (2) 
MIN 624NE Pastoral Care .................................................................................................... (2) 
MIN 625NE Evangelism and Discipleship ............................................................................ (2) 
MIN 626NE Leadership Development ................................................................................. (2) 
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MIN 627NE Interpreting the Scripture ................................................................................ (2) 
MIN 628NE Teaching Doctrine ............................................................................................ (2) 
SOC 621-655NE (take one of any 2 or 3 credit Social Ethics courses) ............................. (2/3) 

 

Biblical Language (3 Credits) 

GRK 510NE .......................................................................................................................... (3)  

      - OR- 

HEB 510NE........................................................................................................................... (3) 

 

Supervised Ministry Internships (12 Credits)* 

Each of these courses requires a minimum of 150 hours of mentoring and placement at an approved 

ministry site. 

MIN 731NE Internship I ....................................................................................................... (3) 

MIN 732NE Internship II ...................................................................................................... (3) 

MIN 733NE Internship III ..................................................................................................... (3) 

MIN 734NE Internship IV .................................................................................................... (3) 

    *Student may substitute CPE for some Field Ed credits 

 

Capstone (3 Credits) 

MIN 790NE Integration Seminar ......................................................................................... (3) 

    ά!ǇǇlication to Ministry in the 21st /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ 

 

Self-Selected Studies ...................................................................................................... 15 Credits  

 

 Contemporary Ministries Seminar (4 Credits) 

Some of these courses will be offered at least once each year. In addition, students may attend a 

number of national or regional church seminars with prior faculty approval. Students attending church 

seminars will contract with a faculty member to do additional independent or classroom study to earn 

graduate credits. 

MIN 641NE-680NE Topics in Contemporary Ministries Seminar ................................ (2) 

 

 Ministerial Enhancement (11 Credits)  

These are elective courses that may be taken at NES, Roberts Wesleyan College, or any accredited 

graduate school or seminary. Prior approval from the vice president and academic ŘŜŀƴΩǎ ƻffice is 

required for any non-NES course. Each student will select these based on his or her own special 

interest areas. 
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RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM PLANS 

BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I MIN 690NE 2 M.A. Research Seminar

OR

RES 690NE 2 Thes is  Research

AND 3 M.A. Thes is

--- 699NE (BIB / HST / MIN / PSF / SOC / THE)

BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) MIN 621NE 2 Worship Leadership

PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 624NE 2 Pastora l  Care

MIN 629NE 3 Lectionary Preaching (Spring) MIN 625NE 2 Evangel ism and Discipleship

MIN 630NE 3 Expos i tory Preaching (Fall) MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development

MIN 627NE 2 Interpreting the Scriptures

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I MIN 628NE 2 Teaching Doctrine

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II SOC ---NE 2/3 Socia l  Ethics  Elective

MIN 733NE 3 Field Education II I

MIN 734NE 3 Field Education IV MIN 641 - 2 Select courses  from NES Cata log

CPE Transfer 

Credit

680NE

GRK 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Greek (Summer)

HEB 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Hebrew

MIN 790NE 3 M.Div. Integration Seminar

Capstone (3)

Preaching (3)

Supervised Ministry Internship (12)

Contemporary Ministries Seminars (4)

Biblical Language (3) Ministerial Enhancement (11)

Electives and approved substitutions.

Second Year (19 Credits)

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Third and Fourth Years (54 Credits Remaining)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Public Ministerial Leadership (10)

The Formative Era

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Third Year (14 Credits)

Supervised Ministry Internship (3) Capstone (3)

Electives & Approved Substitutions (6-9)

Select any courses from NES Catalog.

Master of Divinity - 92 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

Second Year (19 Credits)

Master of Arts in Theological Studies (M.A.) - 52 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era
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BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

And one of the fol lowing:

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 652NE 2 Navigating the Minefield of Confl ict

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I MIN 654NE 2 Fund. of Finance for Minis ters  & Churches

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II MIN 668NE 2 Wil low Creek Leadership Summit

MIN 671NE 2 Equipping the La i ty

MIN 620NE 3 Fundamentals  of Transf. Leadership MIN 675NE 2 Congregational  Renewal

MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development SOC 623NE 2 Soc Pol icy, Leadrshp & Comm Change

MIN 672NE 2 Strategic Planning for Churches/Non-Profi ts MKT 580MS 2 Integrated Marketing Communication

BIB 772NE 2 Scriptura l  Models  of Leadership

BUS 510MS 2 Org. Diagnos is  and Change Management Select any courses from NES Catalog

BUS 536MS 2 Human Resource Development

MIN 691NE 2 Leadership Integration Seminar

BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) BIB/SOC 

621NE

2 h¢ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ /Ǌȅ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ

OR PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) SOC 623NE 2 Soc Pol icy, Leadership  & Comm Change

AND PSF 623NE 3 Socia l  Justice and Spiri tua l i ty SOC 625NE 3 Chris tian Soc Ethics  in the Publ ic Realm

SOC 642NE 3 Jesus  & the Poor: Bib Perspective Econ 

JusticeMIN 731NE 3 Field Education I  (in social justice) SOC 655NE 2 Violence Against Women

HST 710NE 2 Li fe and Minis try of Martin Luther King Jr. HST 650NE 2/3 Women in Church His tory

THE 621NE 2 A Theology of Env. Stewardship MIN 646NE 2 Disabi l i ty Awareness

THE 623NE 2 World Rel igions  - N. America MIN 647NE 2 Minis try to the Dying & Bereaved

THE 640NE 2 Theology of World Miss ions MIN 649NE 2 Contemporary Ethica l  Is sues

THE 700NE 3 Theology of the Cross MIN 650NE 2 Bioethics  and Minis try in the 21st Century

THE 724NE 3 Li fe and Minis try of Martin Luther MIN 664NE 2 Multicul tura l  Worship

THE 726NE 3 Wesleyan Theology MIN 669NE 2 Global ization and Local  Church Miss ions

THE 731NE 2 Suffering, Pa in and Evi l MIN 670NE 2 Prison Minis tries

THE 732NE 2 The Li fe and Theology of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer

MIN 672NE 2 Strategic Planning for Churches  & Nonprofi ts

THE 740NE 2 Theology of the Ci ty

Theological Studies (8-9) Theological Studies Electives (3-4)

Leadership Electives (4)

Integration Seminar (2)

Master of Arts in Theology and Social Justice - 52 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Second and Third Years (33 Credits)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Social Ethics and Justice Core (12)

Supervised Ministry Internship (3)

Transformational Leadership Foundational Courses (13)

Master of Arts in Transformational Leadership - 53 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Second and Third Years (34 Credits)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Leadership Enhancement Electives (6)

Supervised Ministry Internship (6)
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BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) MIN 621NE 2 Worship Leadership

OR PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

AND PSF 623NE 3 Socia l  Justice and Spiri tua l i ty MIN 624NE 2 Pastora l  Care

MIN 625NE 2 Evangel ism and Discipleship

MIN 629NE 3 Lectionary Preaching (Spring) MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development

MIN 630NE 3 Expos itory Preaching (Fall) MIN 627NE 2 Interpreting the Scriptures

MIN 628NE 2 Teaching Doctrine

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I SOC 623NE 2 Soc Pol icy, Leadership  & Comm Change

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II SOC 625NE 3 Chris tian Soc Ethics  in the Publ ic Realm

MIN 733NE 3 Field Education III THE 732NE 2 The Li fe and Theology of Dietrich 

BonhoefferMIN 734NE 3 Field Education IV

CPE Transfer 

Credit
HST 650NE 2 Women in Church His tory

HST 710NE 2 Li fe and Minis try of Martin Luther King Jr.

GRK 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Greek (Summer) THE 621NE 2 A Theology of Env. Stewardship

HEB 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Hebrew THE 640NE 2 Theology of World Miss ions

THE 700NE 3 Theology of the Cross

BIB/SOC 621NE 2 h¢ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ /Ǌȅ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜTHE 724NE 3 Li fe and Minis try of Martin Luther

BIB/SOC 642NE 3 Jesus  & the Poor: Bib Perspective Econ 

Justice
THE 726NE 3 Wesleyan Theology

SOC 655NE 2 Violence Against Women THE 731NE 2 Suffering, Pa in and Evi l

THE 702NE 3 History of Chris tian Love THE 740NE 2 Theology of the Ci ty

Select any courses from NES Catalog MIN 790NE 3 M.Div. Integration Seminar

Capstone (3)

Public Ministerial Leadership (10)

Theology and Social Justice Foundational Courses (7)

Theology and Social Justice Electives (5-6)

Theological Studies Electives (3)

Other Electives (0-3)

Biblical Language (3)

Third and Fourth Years (54 Credits Remaining)

Master of Divinity with Concentration in Theology and Social Justice - 92 credits

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6)

Preaching (3)

Supervised Ministry Internship (12) (at least 3 credits in social justice)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

First Year (19 Credits)

Second Year (19 Credits)
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BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) MIN 621NE 2 Worship Leadership

PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 624NE 2 Pastora l  Care

MIN 629NE 3 Lectionary Preaching (Spring) MIN 625NE 2 Evangel ism and Discipleship

MIN 630NE 3 Expos itory Preaching (Fall) MIN 627NE 2 Interpreting the Scriptures

MIN 628NE 2 Teaching Doctrine

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I SOC 6--NE 2/3 Socia l  Ethics  Elective

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II

MIN 733NE 3 Field Education III BUS 510MS 2 Org. Diagnos is  and Change Management

MIN 734NE 3 Field Education IV BUS 536MS 2 Human Resource Development

CPE Transfer 

Credit
MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 652NE 2 Navigating the Minefield of Confl ict

GRK 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Greek (Summer) MIN 654NE 2 Fundamentals  of Finance for Minis ters  and 

ChurchesHEB 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Hebrew MIN 668NE 2 Wil low Creek Leadership Summit

MIN 671NE 2 Equipping the La i ty

MIN 620NE 3 Fundamentals  of Transf. Leadership MIN 675NE 2 Congregational  Renewal

MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development SOC 623NE 2 Soc Pol icy, Leadrshp  & Comm Change

MIN 672NE 2 Strategic Planning for Churches/Non-Profi ts MKT 580MS 2 Integrated Marketing Communication

BIB 772NE 2 Scriptura l  Models  of Leadership

Select any courses from NES Catalog MIN 790NE 3 M.Div. Integration Seminar

Supervised Ministry Internship (12)

Leadership Electives (4)

Biblical Language (3)

Transformational Leadership Foundational Courses (9)

Other Electives (4) Capstone (3)

Preaching (3)

Master of Divinity with Concentration in Transformational Leadership - 92 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era

Second Year (19 Credits)

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Third and Fourth Years (54 Credits Remaining)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Public Ministerial Leadership (10)
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BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) MIN 621NE 2 Worship Leadership

PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 624NE 2 Pastora l  Care

MIN 629NE 3 Lectionary Preaching (Spring) MIN 625NE 2 Evangel ism and Discipleship

MIN 630NE 3 Expos itory Preaching (Fall) MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development

MIN 627NE 2 Interpreting the Scriptures

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I MIN 628NE 2 Teaching Doctrine

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II SOC 6--NE 2/3 Socia l  Ethics  Elective

MIN 733NE 3 Field Education III

MIN 734NE 3 Field Education IV PSF 623NE 3 Socia l  Justice & Spiri tua l i ty

CPE Transfer 

Credit
PSF 652NE 2 Cal l ing and Vocation

PSF 653NE 3 History of Chris tian Spiri tua l i ty

GRK 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Greek (Summer)

HEB 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Hebrew PSF 615NE 2 Faith Development

PSF 620NE 2 Use of Scripture in Meditation & Prayer

Select any courses from NES Catalog PSF 621NE 2 Introduction to Spiri tua l  Direction

PSF 622NE 2 Metaphor, Image, and Story

PSF 655NE 2 Celtic His tory and Spiri tua l i ty

MIN 790NE 3 M.Div. Integration Seminar HST 650NE 2 Women in Church His tory

Capstone (3)

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Third and Fourth Years (54 Credits Remaining)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Public Ministerial Leadership (12)

Preaching (3)

Supervised Ministry Internship (12)

Spiritual Formation Foundational Courses (8)

Biblical Language (3)

Spiritual Formation Electives (4)

Other Electives (3)

Second Year (19 Credits)

Master of Divinity with Concentration in Spiritual Formation - 92 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era

 

  



 

 

72 

BHT 511NE (9) & PSF 511NE (.5)

CMC 500NE (0)

BHT 512NE (9) & PSF 512NE (.5)

BHT 513NE (9) & PSF 513NE (.5)

BHT 514NE (9) & PSF 514NE (.5)

PSF 611NE 3 Pastora l  Formation (Spring) MIN 621NE 2 Worship Leadership

PSF 612NE 3 Spiri tua l  Formation (Fall) MIN 623NE 2 Church Adminis tration

MIN 624NE 2 Pastora l  Care

MIN 629NE 3 Lectionary Preaching (Spring) MIN 625NE 2 Evangel ism and Discipleship

or MIN 630NE 3 Expos itory Preaching (Fall) MIN 626NE 2 Leadership Development

MIN 723NE 2 Advanced Seminar in Bibl ica l  Preaching MIN 628NE 2 Teaching Doctrine

SOC 6--NE 2/3 Socia l  Ethics  Elective

MIN 731NE 3 Field Education I

MIN 732NE 3 Field Education II MIN 627NE 2 Interpreting the Scriptures

MIN 733NE 3 Field Education III Bib. Exeges is  Course (3) Consult l i s t of qual i fying courses

MIN 734NE 3 Field Education IV Bib. Theology Course (3) Consult l i s t of qual i fying courses

CPE Transfer 

Credit GRK 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Greek (Summer)

Select from BIB courses from NES Catalog HEB 510NE 3 Bibl ica l  Hebrew

GRK 595NE 3 NT Readings  and Exeges is

MIN 790NE 3 M.Div. Integration Seminar HEB 695NE 3 Ind. Study in Hebrew Readings  & Exeges is

Supervised Ministry Internship (12)

Biblical Language (6)

Biblical Studies Foundational Courses (8)

Biblical Studies Electives (4)

Capstone (3) or  GRK 610NE

Preaching (5)

Master of Divinity with Concentration in Biblical Interpretation 

for Preaching and Teaching - 92 credits

First Year (19 Credits)

The Bibl ica l  Era

Theologica l  Writing I

The Formative Era

Second Year (19 Credits)

The Reformation Era

The Modern and Postmodern Era

Third and Fourth Years (54 Credits Remaining)

Personal and Spiritual Formation (6) Public Ministerial Leadership (12)

  


